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Dear Reader: 


We are pleased to provide this week’s 
issue of The Ware River News mailed to 
every resident in our coverage area for free 
over the next two weeks. Enclosed you 
will find a remittance form that you may 
submit to either start a new subscription or 


Courtesy photo by Holyoke Community College 
Ware resident Susan Kenney 
was the first family member 
to testify about the conditions 
and problems at the Holyoke 
Soldiers’ Home. She lost her 
father, Charles Lowell, to 
COVID-19, and 75 other vet- 
erans at the home died of the 
virus as well. 


Trust 
violated: 


Soldiers Home 
hearings depict 
a culture of 


noncompliance 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HOLYOKE -— A culture of 
poor health care, staff shortages 
and a lack of infection control 
measures at the Soldiers’ Home 
in Holyoke led to the COVID- 
19- related deaths of at least 
76 elderly veterans this spring. 
On Oct. 20, family members of 
those killed or sickened by the 
unprecedented outbreak testified 
before a Joint Special Legislative 
Oversight Committee at Holyoke 
Community College. 

For the speakers, a sense 
of closure was nowhere to be 
found. Present, however, was a 
platform to address a panel of 
concerned state senators and rep- 
resentatives. 

Fighting back tears, loved 
ones emotionally detailed the 
negligent actions, lack of com- 
passion and total absence of 
communication that transformed 
Holyoke’s “Gem on the Hill” 
into a facility marred by too 
many deaths. 

Susan Kenney, a Ware resi- 
dent, arrived at the podium to 
discuss her father’s last days. 
Charles Lowell, a 78-year-old 
U.S. Air Force veteran, suc- 
cumbed to the novel coronavirus 
on April 15. 

In the weeks leading to 


Please see SOLDIERS, page 6 
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SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM 


extend your current one. 


We resisted the temptation to take to 
the phones, interrupt your dinner and make 
our subscription pitch. Instead, our pre- 
ferred way of continuously growing our 
readership is to share a couple of copies of 
the paper with you, enclose a subscription 
form and await the returns. We’re proud of 


Warren Water District 


USDA grant and loan 
may be revoked soon 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN -— About 50 people 
attended a special meeting of the 
Warren Water District on Oct. 21 
to discuss the possibility the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
may cancel a grant and a loan it 
agreed to provide to build a water 
treatment plant. 

The federal agency has warned 
the district it may “de-obligate” the 
money because it has been unable 
to meet project deadlines due to the 
town’s Sewer Commission refusal 
to approve a sewer tie-in permit for 
the project. The USDA has com- 
mitted to a grant for 40%, or about 
$2.24 million of the $5.6 million 
project, with most of the rest to be 
borrowed through the agency in 
the form of a low-interest, 40-year 
loan. 

“This is an amazing amount,” 
said Tighe & Bond Project 
Engineer Jeffrey Faulkner of the 
40% USDA loan. “In my 20-year 
account I’ve not seen a grant this 
high.” He said if the agency de-ob- 
ligates the loans it would be dif- 
ficult to get another grant, and if 
the district did get one, it probably 
would not be for as much money. 

The USDA and the state 
Department of Environmental 
Protection have approved the 
project as well as the town’s 
Conservation Commission and 
Planning Board. 

The plant would remove iron 
and manganese from Warren’s 
drinking water, which is discolored 


our work and hope you find it brings you 
closer to understanding your community. 
We’re hoping for a good response from 
this campaign because we’ll then be able 
to provide even more value to the local 
businesses that support us. 

There are no plans to rest on our lau- 
rels. Our pledge is to continue to work 


from the minerals. The new plant 
would filter out the minerals and 
capture them before they can be 
oxidized by the chlorine in the sys- 
tem. 

The whole project must be fin- 
ished by May 8, 2022, and the 
USDA sets different timelines that 
must be met for different parts of 
the process. 


Agreement 


The Sewer Commission and the 
Warren Water District did manage 
to come up with a Memorandum of 
Agreement this summer on a num- 
ber of points. The sticking point 
has been who will be responsible 


Please see WATER, page 8 
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hard at providing even better local news 
coverage. Your suggestions as to how we 
can do a better job are always welcome. 
We’re a family-owned company with a 
deep commitment to the towns we serve. 
We want to meet, and if possible, exceed 
your expectations. 

We’ll be arriving at your home next 
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The Warren Water District, a nonprofit utility com- 
pany, held a special meeting to tell its patrons about 
the potential loss of a USDA grant and loan that is 
in jeopardy if it doesn’t receive a sewer system tie- 
in connection from the town’s Sewer Commission. 
It needs to build a water treatment plant to address 
minerals that turn the water brown and black. 


Selectman David Dufresne criticized the town’s 
Sewer Commissioners during a special meeting of the 
Warren Water District last week. The commission has 
denied a sewer tie-in permit for the district so it can 
build a water treatment plant. 


“ECRWSS** 
POSTAL CUSTOMER 


week, too. So please take a moment to 
consider the service we provide and enjoy 
the paper. We hope to be arriving at your 
home every week for years to come. 
Thanks so much. Enjoy the fall season. 


Sincerely, 
Patrick Turley, Publisher 


Quabbin 
Health 

Director 
to retire 


Budget increased 
for new hire 
process, overlap 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


WARE -— In a meeting of the 
Quabbin Health District, com- 
posed of Ware, Belchertown 
and Pelham Health Boards, 
Health Director Judy Metcalf 
announced her anticipated 
retirement in April 2021. 

Metcalf, who is the third 
Quabbin Health District direc- 
tor, told the board her last day 
would be April 21, 2021, but 
she would be on the payroll 
until July 1. 

Belchertown Board of Health 
member Ken Elstien suggest- 
ed creating a subcommittee to 
begin the search for the posi- 
tion. 

“T would recommend the 
search committee be appointed 
tonight, that we report back say 
arbitrarily in mid-November, 
get some questions to ask and 
maybe some answers,” he said. 

Members of the search 
committee include Elstien, 
Belchertown Board of Health 


Please see DIRECTOR, page 3 





Region wants rail expansion 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — The public had its 
first in-depth look at the draft study 
of building a rail link connecting 
Pittsfield to Boston with sever- 
al stops along the way, including 
Palmer. 

Reaction was mixed. 

MassDOT officials walked any- 
one interested through the entire 
draft, which included three alter- 
natives culled from about a couple 
dozen, in a 90-minute presentation 
streamed on Zoom last Thursday 
evening. It was open to the pub- 
lic and anyone could attended the 
virtual meeting through the app, 
or dial in by phone. There were 
Opportunities to ask questions 
or make a comment. Some local 
attendees aren’t happy with the 
draft’s ridership projection, saying 
the metrics used drastically under- 


estimated the count. MassDOT 
suggests that a more expensive 
high-speed rail would boost the rid- 
ership forecast. 

Local advocates want the state 
to create a service that wouldn’t 
be as fast, but would come online 
faster and at a lower cost than a 
high-speed rail. They insist there 
would be enough riders to justify 
building it. 

That estimated ridership num- 
ber could be revised in the final 
report due out Nov. 30 and if not, it 
could be included in one of several 
subsequent reports MassDOT rec- 
ommends. 

Release of the draft study start- 
ed the clock on a 30-day public 
comment period that ends Nov. 19. 

“There’s a lot to celebrate, 
but there are a lot of significant 
gaps and one is the ridership esti- 
mates are too low,’ state Sen. Eric 
Lesser said after the presentation. 


“Hopefully they’ll take that back 
and make those updates.” 

Lesser, Sen. Anne Gobi, along 
with town officials and citizen 
advocates, have been ushering the 
idea of the new rail line through the 
early planning phase while work- 
ing to build support both at the 
grassroots level, in the Legislature, 
and with the state’s congressional 
delegation. 

“Experts have weighed in and 
said the ridership estimates are not 
accurate and need to be revised,” 
Lesser said. 

“They used the Hartford to 
Springfield rail as one of their met- 
rics for comparison. No one would 
compare Hartford-Springfield to 
Boston-Pittsfield. Boston 1s a much 
bigger city and significantly more 
congested.” 
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Turley Publications correspondent photo by Mandy Miller 
The White family offered a pop of color and fun with their Trolls- 


Please see RAIL, page 11 


PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


As the Ranking Member of the Committee on Ways and Means, he has helped to lead the effort to increase 
local aid and education funding in the state budget. Todd is a champion for our seniors, veterans and sports- 
men and works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a better place for our children and our families. 


Todd is committed to our communities. “f= 
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themed trunk Friday night. See more photos on Page 15. 
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Classes Include: 
Acrobat, Ballet, Jazz, Lyrical, 
Irish, Hip-Hop, Tap 
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Hardwick suggests 
ballots go to Town 
Hall, not put in mail 


HARDWICK - Ballots for the Nov. State Election 
will be mailed to those who submitted an application 
as soon as the ballot kits are delivered to the Town 
Clerk’s office. Any Hardwick resident who voted in the 
September primary is automatically added to receive a 
ballot for the November election. 

Per United States Postal Service policy, ballots 
that are being mailed to residents must be processed 
through the USPS facility in Hartford, Connecticut, 
instead of being personally delivered to each individual 
post office in Hardwick, Wheelwright, and Gilbertville. 

It is strongly recommended that voters drop off 
their completed ballots in the Official Drop Box at the 
Myron E. Richardson Building, 307 Main St. in the 
Gilbertville section of town instead of mailing through 
the USPS. 

Ballots mailed back from any of the village post 
offices will have ballots sent to Hartford, Connecticut, 
then to Springfield, then back to the Gilbertville post 
office. This is a time frame that could take up to one 
week from the time it is mailed. 

The Official Drop Box will be monitored and emp- 
tied each business day and tracking information should 
be available later in the evening. 

Please do not call the Town Clerk unless it has 
been more than two business days since the ballot was 
dropped off at the Official Drop Box and the www. 
trackmyballotma.com website isn’t updated. Most 
times it is merely a system update waiting to happen. 


A drive up, walk up 
Halloween planned 


WARE — The Knights of Columbus Halloween 
tradition will carry on this year without a parade. On 
Friday, Oct. 30, from 6 to 8 p.m., there will be a drive- 
up Halloween evening, and a provision for those who 
walk up as well. 

Families will be asked to drive to Grenville Park, 
where cars full of goblins and ghosts can enter the 
park on Church Street, remaining in their cars. They 
may then pull forward to the parking lot area, where 
volunteers will bring candy bags for child in each car. 
The car will be directed around the baseball diamond 
and out the Walnut Street exit. Those who are on 
foot can head to a walk-up station at the Park Street 
entrance to the park. 

The drive will be decorated with lights and large 
blow-up Halloween directions. 

Police will greet people as they enter. The Fire 
Department will have its light tower truck on hand so 
there will be visibility to hand out the bags. 

As usual, the Knights will be packing the goodie 
bags at All Saints hall on North Street on Thursday, 
Oct. 29, at 6 p.m., and on Friday volunteers will be 
putting up the lights and arranging the animated blow- 
up decorations. 


McNeely Tree Service 


Insured ¢ References 
e Hazardous Tree Removal 
e Stump Grinding 
e Bobcat Work 
e Lot Clearing 
e Furnace Wood 
e Storm work 
e Firewood $220/cord 
e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 ¢ C: 413-324-6977 
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Lock in a Low-Rate Mortgage 
and Start Your Path to Buying Your Dream Home! 


e Great Low Rates ° Variety of Term Lengths « Apply Online 


Contact a Lender at MortageCenter@BankNBSB.com or at 508-867-0709 


Or Visit our Website to Learn More 
www.NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank.com/Mortgage-Loans 











Each week the Ware River News digs 





into its submitted photo archives 
and selects a people photo to 


publish. We need your help to help 


identify those pictured. 


Email your answers by Monday at 


noon to ekennedy@turley.com. 


Sandra Miarecki identified the 
three athletes in last week’s 
photo: Damian Goodreau, Brian 
Leeman and Jon Miarecki. 





If anyone recognizes who is in 
this week’s photo, please the 
identification and your full name 
to ekennedy@turley.com. 


Lions den leader receives Spark Plug Award 


WARE — Each year, Boy 
Scout and Scout BSA troops and 
Cub Scout packs nominate an 
individual in their organization for 
the Milltown District’s Spark Plug 
Award. This award is given to a 
leader that exemplifies the Scout 
spirit and adds the “spark” that 
keeps the engine running. 

Ware Family Pack 520 gave 
their award this year to Lions den 
leader Cathy Boos. She was nom- 
inated by Tiger den leader Paula 
Ouimette and Cubmaster Chris 
Boos. Ouimette said, “Cathy 
has patiently led the Lions den 
for the 2019-2020 Scouting year. 
Her positive attitude inspires our 
youngest Scouts to achieve great 
things. Despite uncooperative 
weather conditions and a pan- 
demic, Cathy was able to teach 
our Lions about gardening from 
seed to plant. Our Scouts are now 
enjoying the ‘fruits’ of their labors 
- even showing off their plants 
during their Zoom den meetings.” 

Cubmaster Boos and Ouimette 
said that before the pandemic 
caused their meetings to go virtu- 
al, Cathy would leave work early 
facing an hour commute, to lead 
her den meetings every week. 

Her resilient spirit showed 
through when she began working 
from home and remote school- 
ing her two children at the same 
time. “She still found the time 
to lead our Zoom den meetings 





Turley Publications photo Paula Ouimette 


Ware Family Pack 520 Cubmaster Chris Boos presents the 2020 
Milltown District’s Spark Plug award to his wife, Cathy Boos, who is 


the den leader for the Lions. 


with a smile on her face,” said 
Cubmaster Boos. 
Cathy was presented with her 


award this past Saturday at the 


pack’s annual Raingutter Regatta. 
The Cub Scouts in her den say 
that, “Miss Cathy always does her 
best!” 


Big Y to be closed Thanskgiving and following Friday 


SPRINGFIELD —- Big Y has 
announced that they will close 
all of their stores including Big 
Y World Class Markets, Table & 
Vine and Fresh Acres specialty 
market on Thanksgiving Nov. 26 
as well as Friday Nov. 27. Big 
Y Express Gas & Convenience 
locations will be closed on 
Thanksgiving Day as well. 

In order to thank their thou- 
sands of employees for their con- 
tinued hard work and tenacious 
efforts throughout the challeng- 
es of being an essential service 
throughout the pandemic, Big Y 
has decided to close their markets 
to the public on Thanksgiving and 
the next day, Nov. 27, so their 
employees can rest and spend 
more time with their families. 

In addition, the closure will 
allow time for extra cleaning, 
restocking and preparations for 
the remainder of the holiday sea- 


INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES AGENCY, INC. 


946 Main Street ¢ PO. Box 1029, Warren, MA 01083 * (413) 436-5000 © Fax (413) 436-5251 
www.GaudreauFountain.com 


Home ¢ Auto ¢ Business ° Life 
Specializing in Retirement Planning Services Since 1939 


We Can Help! 


e If you have a 401K, Pension 
or other retirement savings 
plan with a former employer! 

e If your retirement savings 
isn't protected from loss! 

eIRA or Roth IRA Options! 

e Life Insurance Plans! 

¢ CD Alternative Plans! 


We help our clients to Discover, Protect and Enhance the 
People, Places and Things that are important to them. 


son. According to Richard D. 
Bossie, senior vice president of 
operations and customer expe- 
rience, “We are humbled by the 
extraordinary work of our front 
line employees throughout this 
past year. Being able to close to 
the public for an extra day or two, 
helps them to relax and spend 
time with loved ones. It also 
gives us an opportunity to clean 
and restock. The resilience of our 
teams has been remarkable, and 
we are thrilled to be able to thank 
them with a well-deserved break.” 

Big Y closed for their last 
two-day period in April when 
they closed similarly on Easter 
Sunday and Monday, April 12 and 
13, in order to give their teams 
some much needed rest. In addi- 
tion to these days of rest for their 
employees, Big Y has provided 
thank you pay and now thank you 
bonuses for their front-line work- 


Fountain 


Mission Statement 


Contact us for a 
FREE Consultation! 


Ask for Roland Gratton, LUTCF 
or Gerry Fountain, Jr., LUTCF 


With over 60 years 
combined experience in the 
Financial Service industry 
we can answer 
any questions you have! 


ers in recognition of their con- 
tinued commitment to each other 
and to their customers. All loca- 
tions will re-open on Saturday 
Nov. 28 for their usual hours. 
More information can be found 
on their website at bigy.com Big 
Y Foods Inc. is one of the largest 
independently-owned supermar- 
ket chains in New England. Big Y 
operates 84 locations throughout 
Massachusetts and Connecticut 
including 71 supermarkets, Fresh 
Acres Market, Table & Vine Fine 
Wines and Liquors and 11 Big 
Y Express gas and convenience 
locations with almost 12,000 
employees. Founded in 1936 
by brothers Paul and Gerald 
D’ Amour, the store was named 
after an intersection in Chicopee, 
where two roads converge to form 
a “Y.” 











Courtesy photo 
Boy Scout Troop 281 will be accepting food donations for the Jubilee 
Cupboard at the troop’s trailer in the Big Y parking lot on West Street 
on Nov. 7, from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. COVID-19 restrictions prevent the 
troop from going house-to-house this year. 


Boy Scouts to gather tood 
for Jubilee Cupboard 


WARE — Over the past eight 
years, Boy Scout Troop 281, spon- 
sored by AMVETs Post 123, have 
held an annual food collection 
Good Turn throughout the com- 
munity of Ware. This Scouting 
Good Turn was part of the National 
Boy Scouts of America “Scouting 
for Food” program. During that 
time period, over 60,000 pounds 
was collected and brought to the 
Jubilee Cupboard, sponsored by 
the Trinity Episcopal Church. 

This year, people are asked to 
drop off food donations to the Boy 
Scout Troop trailer on Saturday 
Nov. 7, between 7 a.m. and | p.m. 


The trailer will be parked in the 
Big Y Shopping Plaza near where 
the food trucks were located. 

“We are unable to distribute 
bags throughout the town as we 
have done for the past eight years, 
but this is still our community’s 
way of supporting the Scouting for 
Food efforts,’ said Scoutmaster 
Dan Flynn. “Due to COVID 
restrictions, we are not allowed to 
pick up any donations. Everything 
has to be dropped off to the trail- 
er. Let’s fill it up together!” Any 
questions, please contact Flynn at 
413-297-5886 or scoutdad28 1 @ 
charter.net. 





Ware Cultural Council 
seeks funding proposals 


WARE — The Ware Cultural 
Council announces that the 2021 
Grant Cycle is now open and the 
deadline for submitting applica- 
tions is Nov. 16. 

Organizations, schools, and 
individuals may apply for grants 
that support cultural activities in 
the community. 

According to Council spokes- 
person Aileen O’Regan these 
grants can support a variety of 
artistic projects and activities in 
Ware, including exhibits, festi- 
vals, field trips, short-term artist 
residencies or performances in 
schools, workshops and lectures. 

The Ware Cultural Council is 
part of a network of 329 Local 
Cultural Councils serving all 351 
cities and towns in the common- 
wealth. The LCC Program is the 
largest grassroots cultural-funding 
network in the nation, supporting 
thousands of community-based 


The Ware River 
News will gladly 
correct factual 
errors that appear 
in this paper. 
Corrections or 
clarifications will 
always appear on 
Page 3. To request 
a correction, send 
information to 
ekennedy @turley. 
com, or call 967- 
3505. Corrections 
may also. be 
requested in writing 
at: Ware River 
News, Attn: Editor, 
80 Main St., Ware, 
MA 01082. 


projects in the arts, sciences and 
humanities every year. The State 
Legislature provides an annual 
appropriation to the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency, which then 
allocates funds to each community. 

Last year the Ware Cultural 
Council awarded $8,145 in grants. 
Previously funded projects have 
included grants to Workshop 13, 
the summer reading program at 
Ware Library, performances at the 
Ware Family Center, Senior Center 
and concerts at the Ware Center 
Meeting House. 

For local guidelines and com- 
plete information on the Ware 
Cultural Council, contact Aileen 
O’Regan at wareculturalcouncil @ 
yahoo.com. 

Application forms and more 
information about the Local 
Cultural Council Program are 
available online at www.mass-cul- 
ture.org. 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 
Yoga & Meditation Classes 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE -— Voters will take part 
in the State Election on Tuesday, 
Nov. 3, in the Ware Junior Senior 
High School gymnasium on West 
Street, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
where they will chose president 
and vice president candidates, sev- 
eral state offices and two ballot 
questions. 

Voters will be able to choose 
between Democratic Presidential 
candidate Joseph Biden and his 
running mate, Kamala Harris, 
or President Donald Trump and 
Vice President Michael Pence. 
There are also Green Rainbow 
and Libertarian presidential tick- 
ets. Howie Hawkins and Angela 
Walker are running on the Green 
Rainbow ticket and Jo Jorgensen 
and Spike Cohen are running on 
the Libertarian ticket. 

Voters will also chose a U.S. 
Senator, and the race is between 
longtime incumbent Edward J. 
Markey, D-Malden, and Kevin J. 
O’Connor, R-Dover. 


First District U.S. Congressman 
Richard E. Neal, D-Springfield, 
has no Republican competition, 
although he did have competition 
from Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse 
in the primary. 

State Sen. Anne Gobi, 
D-Spencer, who has served several 
terms and before that, served as 
a state representative, has com- 
petition from Steven R. Hall, 
R-Sturbridge. Hall unsuccess- 
fully challenged her in a previ- 
ous election. She represents the 
Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire 
& Middlesex District. 

First Hampden District State 
Rep. Todd Smola, R-Warren, has 
no Republican competition. 

Seventh District Governor’s 
Council candidate, Paul M. 
DePalo, D-Worcester, also has no 
Republican competition. Smola’s 
district includes Ware’s A and B 
precincts. 

Fifth Worcester District State 
Rep. Donald Berthiaume Jr., 
R-Spencer, is running for re-elec- 
tion. Newcomer Samuel Biagetti, 
D-North Brookfield, is running 
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State Election will help choose next president 


against him. The Fifth Worcester 
District includes Ware’s Precinct A. 

Hampshire County Register 
of Probate candidate Michael J. 
Carey, D-Easthampton, has no 
competition. 

There are also four seats on the 
Pathfinder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School District 
Committee, two of which have no 
candidates. David Kirk, of Warren, 
is running for a third seat and 
David Droz, of Palmer, is running 
for a fourth seat. Kirk and Droz 
have no competition. 


Ballot questions 


There are also two ballot ques- 
tions: one would expand the right 
to repair bill, which allows inde- 
pendent automobile repair shops 
and vehicle owners to be provided 
with mechanical data necessary to 
identify what is wrong and to make 
necessary repairs. 

A yes vote would provide 
expanded access to wirelessly 
transmitted mechanical data relat- 
ed to a vehicle’s maintenance and 
repair. 


A not vote would make no 
change in the law governing access 
to vehicles’ wirelessly transmitted 
mechanical data. 

A second ballot question is 
regarding ranked-choice voting, 
which would be used in races 
where a single candidate is to be 
declared the winner, not in races 
where more than one person is to 
be elected. 

It would allow voters to rank 
one or more candidates, and votes 
would be counted in a series of 
rounds. It would be used in races 
where no candidate received more 
than 50 percent of the vote, and 
it would be used for all statewide 
offices, state legislative offices, 
federal congressional offices and 
certain other offices beginning in 
2022. 

A yes vote would create a 
system of ranked-choice voting, 
where voters could rank candidates 
and the votes would be counted in 
rounds. 

A no vote would make no 
changes in the way votes are cast 
or counted. 





Veterans to 
hold parade, 
ceremony 
Nov. 11 


WARE — Ware 
AMVETS Post 2577 are 
organizing a Veterans Day 
parade and ceremony on 
Wednesday, Nov. 11. The 
parade will assembly in the 
All Saints church parking 
lot at 12:30 p.m., proceed 
down Bank Street, onto 
Main Street, and assemble 
in Veterans Park for a brief 
ceremony. Masks must be 
worn and social distanc- 
ing guidelines will be fol- 
lowed. The speaker will be 
Steve Kutt and Master of 
Ceremonies is Mark Avis. 


WANTED 
TO BUY 


e Firearms 
e Qld Ammo 


e Sporting & Military 
Discreet 
Appraisals 


Call 413-436-5885 





Now offering both online classes and 
studio classes. We will keep you sate. 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by 
Town & Country Living Magazine .« 


. 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 
Take care. 


413 436 7374 


286 BRIDGE ST, 


WARREN MA 


WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 
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VAY NAVY Mo lUb 4] qaaloicola-meorelag 
Discounts and Rebates on EVERY THING! 


See Dealer for Details! 


We’re With You Every Step of the Way! Before the Sale, During the Sale, And After the Sale! 


Guzik Motor == — 
Sales, Inc. 


EAST MAIN ST., RTES. 9 & 32, WARE 
Just Over the West Brookfield Line 


(413) 967-4210 * 800-793-2078 
www.guzikmotors.com 





DIRECTOR from page 1 


Chair Hope Guardenier, Pelham 
Board of Health Chair William 
Pula and Ware resident John 
Desmond. 

Desmond previously served on 
the Ware Board of Health as well 
as the Ware SelectBoard. 

Metcalf said she hoped for 
about a month overlap would 
allow for time to train the new 
hire. 

“IT want to be part of that, I 
want to make sure that I’m leav- 
ing you all on good footing with 
someone that I know can do the 
work for you,’ Metcalf said. 

The first subcommittee meet- 
ing will be held the first week in 
November. 

Guardenier suggested the sub- 
committee members collect job 
descriptions for health directors. 

“We could review those things 
before we come together,” she 
said. 

Belchertown Board of Health 
member LeeAnne Connolly added 
that they should get Metcalf’s as 
well. 

The meetings of the subcom- 
mittee will not be public until 
there are two to three candidates, 






ENDORSED BY 


Massachusetts 
Chiefs of Police 


National Federation of 
Independent Businesses 


Massachusetts & New 
England Laborers' 
District Council 


Massachusetts 
Corrections Officers 
Federated Union 
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who would come before the dis- 
trict in a public meeting, said 
Metcalf. 

“It’s once you get to be a final- 
ist, it’s public information and 
you have to interview in public,” 
Metcalf said. 


2021 budget 


The Quabbin Health District 
approved a 10% increase over 
last year’s budget, a $371,458 
budget, split between the three 
towns. Belchertown’s allocation is 
$185,729, Ware’s is $167,156 and 
Pelham’s is $18,572. 

Metcalf explained the process 
of approving the budget for the 
district. 

“This 1s an assessment, the 
numbers approved by the Quabbin 
Health District need to go to 
each board of assessors, it goes 
on their recap sheet and it is part 
of the process for them to set the 
tax rate in November,” Metcalf 
said. “Then send you out your tax 
bills.” 

Metcalf said she tried to keep 
it as low as possible considering 
COVID-19 and the fact there is 
going to be a changeover in staff. 


PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


DONNIE 


BERTHIAUME 


gor STATE REPRESENTATIVE 


The budget included six 
months of Metcalf’s sala- 
ry, including a step increase, as 
well nine months of the director 
replacement. Those line items 
were $47,075 and $56,250, 
respectively. 

The budget also included mak- 
ing Stephen Bell a full-time health 
inspector. 

“Inspector two for COVID- 
19, as you know we were lucky 
in April to get a grant from the 
Department of Public Health and 
it just so happened Stephen was 
back in the country from Canada 
and available,’ Metcalf said. 
“He came on as our COVID-19 
consultant and we got anoth- 
er $47,000 grant and so I would 
like to put him on the payroll 
as inspector two, it needs to be 
COVID-19 specific or backfill- 
ing... I see a lot of benefits for the 
district for getting him back on 
the payroll.” 

Other big-ticket items for the 
district’s budget included retire- 
ment which was $74,653, and 
health insurance costs which were 
$55,755. 


5TH WORCESTER DISTRICT 


WHEN RE-ELECTED, 


DONNIE WILL CONTINUE THE FIGHT TO: 





V HELP MITIGATE THE EFFECT OF COVID-19 


¢ Keep healthcare affordable by supporting those with COVID-19 
e Increase state funding for testing, tracing and research 


V/ REOPEN OUR ECONOMY SAFELY 


e Help struggling small businesses and restaurants get back on their feet 


V PROVIDE THE BEST K-12 EDUCATION 


e Supported the Student Opportunity Act, boosting state 
investment in education by $1.5 billion per year 
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* Navy Veteran 


* Supporter of Law Enforcement, 
Firefighters and First Responders 


PLEASE VOTE ON ELECTION DAY 


TUESDAY, NOV sRD 
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EDITORIAL 


A safe, happy 
Halloween 


s is the theme of the past eight 
A ents Halloween 2020 on 

Saturday, Oct. 31, isn’t going to be 
the same masquerade of witches and ghouls 
and popular movie characters parading the 
streets in search of tasty goodies as past 
years. Towns are taking different stances on 
how to handle trick-or-treating and events, 
but all local Boards of Health are consis- 
tent in their recommendations to make this 
year’s Halloween a safe experience for those 
choosing to participate. 

Residents should follow recommenda- 
tions from the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health and Centers for Disease 
Control and Protection if engaging in any 
Halloween activities on Saturday. It’s strong- 
ly encouraged for no Halloween activities 
take place indoors. Keep a safe social dis- 
tance from other groups while going from lit 
porch light to lit porch light. 

It is important to note a costume mask is 
not a substitute for a facemask or face cover- 
ing. All trick-or-treaters should be wearing 
a protective face mask in addition to a cos- 
tume mask for both their protection and the 
protection of others. The CDC recommends 
not wearing a costume mask over their cloth 
mask as it makes breathing more difficult 
and children under the age of 2 or anyone 
who has breathing trouble should not wear a 
mask. They recommended making a protec- 
tive mask part of the costume. 

For those giving away candy, there 
should be no loose candy in a bowl. Candies 
should be put into bags for trick-or-treaters 
and left on the front yard, driveway, or steps 
for “grab and go” pickup. When preparing 
candy bags, make sure to sanitize hands 
before and after. For those picking up candy, 
carry alcohol-based hand sanitizers with at 
least 60% alcohol and use it often, particu- 
larly after coming in contact with frequently 
touched surfaces and before eating candy. 

In lieu of gathering in person, host vir- 
tual pumpkin carving or costume contests. 
Decorate the lawn or outside of the house in 
areas people can enjoy festive decorations 
from a distance. Avoid crowded gatherings 
indoors, such as haunted houses, and for 
some outdoor activities, like hayrides, only 
attend them with members of your house- 
hold. Active outdoors such as picking at an 
orchard or pumpkin patch, corn maze or 
scavenger hunt. 

Trick-or-treating can also be done in 
the safety of a family’s house. Hide treats 
around the house and in the yard and have 
the kid(s) see how many treats they can 
find successfully; hold a movie night for the 
family or meet friends on Zoom to show off 
costumes to one another. 

If someone is feeling unwell, has tested 
positive for COVID-19, has been exposed 
to someone with COVID-19, or has traveled 
to a state that is not classified as lower risk 
within the past 14 days, they should not 
stay home and refrain from participating in 
Halloween activities and refrain from hand- 
ing out treats. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
MATTERS 


Why isn't my 
wife getting half 
of my benefit? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: My wife isn’t getting half 
of my Social Security benefit amount. 
Shouldn’t she be? Signed: Feeling Cheated 


Dear Feeling Cheated: A spouse does 
not always receive 50% of the husband’s 
Social Security benefit, because it depends 
on the age at which both of you claimed 
Social Security, and whether your wife was 
entitled to benefits from her own lifetime 
work record. 

If your wife is entitled to Social Security 
on her own work record and claimed that 
before she reached her full retirement age 
(FRA), she would never get half of your 
benefit amount as your spouse because she 
claimed her own benefit early. Your wife’s 
spousal benefit consists of both her own 
benefit and a “spousal boost,” so claiming 
her own reduced benefit early would also 
result in a lower spousal benefit. Her spousal 
boost, which was based upon her full retire- 
ment age (FRA) benefit amount compared to 
half of your FRA benefit amount, will also 
be reduced if she claimed the spouse benefit 
before her full retirement age. 

If your wife wasn’t entitled to her own 
benefit (from her own lifetime work record), 
but instead claimed her spouse benefit from 
you before reaching her FRA, her spouse 


Please see SSI, page 5 


Crocus: a great spring pick me up 


hen I was a kid we had crocus grow- 
W ing in a rock garden behind our 
house. They bloomed religiously, 
year after year, with little effort on 
our part. As a young adult working at 
Old Sturbridge Village, I saw a lot of 
crocus there, too. I loved to look for 
the bright yellows and purples in the 
Towne and Fitch gardens, and even 
inside the homes when they were 
forced into bloom in really neat por- 
celain hedgehogs, modeled after peri- 
od forcing pots! Hedgehogs aside, I 
haven’t had the same luck growing 
crocus in my own garden. Let’s take a crash 
course on crocus culture so that this harbinger 
of spring will be happy enough to stick around 
in my landscape and yours. 

Crocuses are hardy throughout most of the 
continental United States, zones 3-8. Northern 
gardeners love that they tolerate frost so well, 
and given the right circumstances will actually 
do better here than if planted in warmer cli- 
mates. In fact, those who garden in the South 
often enjoy crocus for only a single season, 
making them more of an annual instead of the 
perennial we are accustomed to. 

Most crocus species prefer a location that 
mimics their native habitat: one in which win- 
ters are moist and summers are dry. This is 





LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR 


Use dog pound 
money for pool 


As stated in the Oct. 25 issue in the 
Springfield Republican, the towns of Monson, 
Palmer, Ware and Warren were to build, in 
2015, a regional animal control facility estimat- 
ed to cost $800,000 with a state grant slated to 
account for 25%. This estimate would probably 
be one million in today’s prices. Also in addi- 
tion, Ware would have to pay a yearly assess- 
ment of $9,872. This money would deplete 
which department’s funds? No answer is nec- 
essary because the planned dog pound is dead. 

As a staunch advocate for the town pool 
for the past 45 years, that yearly assessment 
money can be used to repair the town of Ware 
pool so Ware youngsters will have the oppor- 
tunity to take swimming lessons or just enjoy 
swimming in the hot weather. As I write this 
letter, it reminds me of a young girl who was 
thrown into a river in Worcester (two or three 
years ago) and swam to the edge of the river to 
locate a house for help. Where would she be if 
she did not have swimming lessons? 


Sandra Piechota, Ware 


(GUEST COLUMN 
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GARDEN 





Roberta McQuaid 


because they, and others that fall under the cat- 
egory of “spring flowering bulbs,” go through a 
period of dormancy during the summer months. 
Since they are resting and not actively 
growing, they need to be kept dry; 
excess moisture will cause them to rot. 

A full sun to partial shade situ- 
ation is best for crocus and will 
encourage them to produce prolific, 
strong blossoms. Remember just how 
early in the season they bloom; many 
locations that wouldn’t work in sum- 
mer are just fine in March-, under 
deciduous trees, for example, since 
they have yet to produce their leaves. 

Plant crocus corms in the autumn, at least 
4 to 6 weeks before the ground freezes solid. 
These “modified stems” should be sunk twice 
as deep as they are thick, usually about four 
inches underground. Keep them that same dis- 
tance apart from one another. Sometimes it is 
difficult to tell which end is “up.” Examine 
the corm carefully and you will likely notice 
the start of a shoot or two poking through a 
fibrous, papery covering on one side and a base 
plate with the remnants of the previous year’s 
roots on the other. Now that you know what to 
look for, planting them correctly is easy. 

New crocus corms form above old corms 
each year. Keep a bed of crocus thriving 
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by digging them up during dormancy and 
replanting them at the proper depth every third 
or fourth year. Tiny “cormlets” can be divided 
from the mother plant during this time as well. 
Usually they will take four or more years to 
produce blossoms. 

Crocus corms are especially tasty to 
rodents. There are all kinds of tactics one can 
use to try and keep the buggers from eating 
them. Some gardeners go through the trouble 
of making little cages out of chicken wire and 
planting the corms inside. Others surround 
the corms with sharp gravel to discourage the 
animal from digging them up. There are also 
a number of deterrents, natural and otherwise, 
on the market that may be worth a try if you 
have a severe enough problem. 

Now that I’ve had a refresher course on the 
basic requirements for crocus growing, I'll 
likely try again. Hopefully you will too! 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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Early Voting and by mail Is a secure process 


By Nancy Talbot 
Guest columnist 


hank you to those voters who have come 
to the Early Voting site located at the 


Ware Senior Center on Robbins Road 
during the past week. 

I want to assure you that every Early Voting 
site in Massachusetts is set up in the same 
manner, defined by precincts similar to a regu- 
lar polling location with one exception. 

You are casting your ballot early and there 
are several requirements when you vote in this 
manner. It is however a safe and secure manner 
to vote, similar to Voting by Mail, an option 
which was also established this year by the 
legislature due to COVID-19. 

Early Voting was mandated for a 14-day 
period for this State Election and began on 
Oct. 17, and it continues until Friday, Oct. 30, 
across the commonwealth in other communi- 
ties as well as Ware. 

Each community was required to set up a 
location in their community and to post infor- 
mation on their website. This information was 
also submitted to the Secretary of State and 


is posted on that website. Voters can find a 
wealth of information under www.ma.gov — 
Elections and Voting Resources: 

Am I registered to vote? 

What is my polling location on Tuesday, 
Nov. 3? 

Where is Early Voting conducted in Ware? 

Can I vote by mail; is there an application? 

Can I see a sample of my ballot prior to vot- 
ing at an Early Voting site or on Election Day, 
Tuesday, Nov. 3? 

Can I track my ballot if I chose to vote by 
mail or if I voted at the at the Early Voting 
location? 

For those voters who chose to come in 
person to the Early Voter site, your ballot is 
deposited in a secure box the day you vote. 
The ballots are removed by the Town Clerk 
each d and remain in the sealed envelope. 

All clerks are required to enter the fact that 
you the voter cast your ballot into the state 
Central Coter Registry each day (the record 
entry allows you the voter to be able to track 
your ballot this way) and the sealed envelopes 
containing ballots are stored in the Office of 
the Town Clerk until Election Day. 


On Nov. 3, State Election Day, the ballots 
will be brought to the polling location (Ware 
High School gynasium) and will be csat on 
behalf of the voter in a similar fashion as if 
you the voter were there in person. A team of 
individuals for each precinct will have to give 
your street address, the name of the voter and 
only then will the envelope be opened and cast 
in the tabulator similar to if you were doing 
this in person. All of this will be done under 
my supervision as Town Clerk. 

I assure all of you this is similar to the 
casting of Absentee Ballots (a process that has 
been in place for years in Massachusetts for 
voters either who were not available to vote 
in person on Election Day or had a physical 
disability that prevents them from coming to 
vote in person. 

I hope this information has reassured all of 
you as voters that the process is safe and it will 
take place on your behalf as a vote — insuring 
for your privacy as always. 


Nancy Talbot is Ware’s town clerk and 
the president of the Massachusetts Clerks 
Association. 





On top of the world 


In mountain-climbing and life, age is just a number 


By Julie Midura 
Correspondent 


Hiking has no age limit 

My husband Tom was 59-years-old, and 
I was 51 when we began the sport of peak- 
bagging. I vividly remember the day that I 
suggested we attempt to climb all 48 of New 
Hampshire’s mountain peaks that are 4,000 
feet — or higher — in the White Mountains of 
New Hampshire. Tom insisted that we were 
far too old to attempt such a monumental 
goal and that it would be impossible to com- 
plete all of them in our lifetime. 

We have since climbed not just all of New 
Hampshire’s 4,000-footers, but all of the 4ks 
in Vermont and Maine as well. And we have 


no intention of stopping anytime soon. 

Although we never dreamed that we 
would be embarking on such a physically 
demanding activity in middle age, we’ve 
come to realize that age is just a number, 
and that the mind will quit long before the 
body does. The hike that we took three weeks 
ago with my mom, Madelyn, and her fiancé, 
Herve, proved just that. 


Meet you at the summit 
Two years ago, my mom and Herve 
dropped Tom and I off at Appalachia 
Trailhead in the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire for our three day, 23-mile 


Please see HIKING, page 5 





Courtesy photo 
Madelyn Korytko and Herve Gousy on the 
summit of Mt. Willard, NH 
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OPINION 
POLICY 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and “Your 
Turn’ guest column 
between 500-800 words. 
No unsigned or anony- 
mous opinions will be 
published. We require that 
the person submitting the 
opinion also include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub- 
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstan- 
tiated allegations, person- 
al attacks, or defamation 
of character. 


Send opinions to: 
Ware River News 
Letter to the Editor 
80 Main Street 
Ware, MA 01082 
or via email to: 
ekennedy@turley.com 


The deadline for 
submissions is 
Monday at noon. 


2020 Turley 
Election Policy 


This newspaper will 
print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy 
only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All 
candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit 
their statements to the 
editor to include only bio- 
graphical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is lim- 
ited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please 
include a photo. We will 
not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh- 
old. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during 
the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow per- 
sonal attacks against other 
candidates or political par- 
ties in statements of candi- 
dacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about 
key endorsements or politi- 
cal fundraisers. 

Letters to the editor of 
no more than 250 words 
from supporters endors- 
ing specitic candidates or 
discussing campaign issues 
are limited to three total 
per author during the elec- 
tion season. No election 
letters will appear in the 
final edition before the 
election. We reserve the 
right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters 
to the editor to meet our 
guidelines. 





from page 4 


Presidential Traverse backpacking 
trip. The Presi Traverse takes you 
up and over 10 4,000+ foot moun- 
tains along the Presidential Range. 

The following day, as Tom and 
reached the summit of our third 
mountain, I took a chance and 
dialed my mom’s cell phone num- 
ber. I knew that she and Herve 
were taking the Cog Railway to 
the summit of Mt. Washington that 
day, and I was hoping to be able to 
say hi to her while she was on the 
summit. Also known as the Rock 
Pile, Mt. Washington is the tall- 
est mountain in New England, and 
clearly visible from the summit 
of Mt. Jefferson where Tom and I 
were standing. 

My mom answered her phone. 
She told me that she and Herve 
were on the summit, about to 
board the train for the ride back 
down. I told her that Tom and I 
were standing on the summit of 
Mt. Jefferson, just north of her. She 
asked the train conductor to point 
out Mt. Jefferson. A moment later, 
she said excitedly, “I’m looking at 
Mt. Jefferson now! 

I yelled into my phone, “Can 
you see me, Mom?! I’m waving at 
you from the summit!” 

And I was waving... oh how 
I was waving! At 53 years old, I 
was waving so exuberantly that it 
felt as though my arm would fall 
off. I was waving even though I 
was fully aware that there was 
NO WAY that my mom could 
see me from the summit of Mt. 
Washington. But with tears in my 
eyes, I was waving nonetheless. 
Because we were connected, she 
and I, by those two mountains 
amidst the vast wilderness that 
surrounded us. Mother and daugh- 
ter, a mountain away, but united. 
She was seeing exactly what I see 
when I climb a mountain. In that 
moment, I knew that the beautiful 
woman who raised me could final- 
ly understand my love affair with 
the mountains, and why the wilder- 
ness sets my soul on fire. 

Since that day, it has been 
my dream to be able to hike up 
a mountain with my mom by my 
side. 

But how? 

At 75 and 83, how on earth 
would she and Herve be able to 
navigate the rocks and roots of a 
mountain trail? How would they 
manage the elevation? Although 
they hike locally and regularly 
walk the streets of their Chicopee 
neighborhood, a mountain is a dif- 
ferent animal altogether. 

However, unwilling to let 
my dream die, I hatched a plan. 
I picked Mt. Willard, a 3.2-mile 
round trip hike that has an “easy 
to moderate” difficulty rating. 
I bought a couple of lightweight 
camp stools so that they would 
have something to sit on when 
they needed to rest and when we 
reached the summit. Tom and 


Ne 
| 


mS 


AVALON TRAIL 

MT. WILLARD TRAIL g.\= 
CASCADE LOOP gg 
MT. AVALON | : 


Ls 


Madelyn and Herve at Mt. Willard Trailhead. 


I would carry our larger back- 
packs so that my mom and Herve 
wouldn’t have to carry anything up 
the mountain. When I approached 
my mom and Herve with my plan, 
they enthusiastically agreed to try. 

Three weeks ago, we all met 
at the Mt. Willard Trailhead in 
Crawford Notch. It was a beautiful 
fall day. The couple insisted on car- 
rying their own backpacks. I was 
relieved when they made it across 
the water crossing just minutes into 
the hike. 

As we continued up the moun- 
tain, we stopped several times 
to rest. Slow and steady was the 
rhythm of the day. At one point, 
while we were stopped for a break, 
I sneaked my mom’s small back- 
pack into my larger one. She reluc- 
tantly allowed me to carry it for 
her. 

We encountered the same hikers 
twice on our way up the moun- 
tain... the first time as they passed 
us On Our way up, and again as they 
were coming down from the sum- 
mit while we were still heading up. 
But my mom and Herve never gave 
up in their determination to reach 
the summit. 

Two hours from the time we 
started, we reached the top of the 
mountain. As we stepped out of the 
trees and onto the rocky slab at the 
summit, tears filled my eyes. 

“YOU DID IT!” I cried, as 
I hugged them both. They were 
standing on a 2,865-foot mountain 
that they had just climbed! Their 
first mountain! It was a moment 
that I will never forget. 

This couple accomplished 
something that many people their 
age will never have the opportu- 
nity to do. They did it in spite of 
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Courtesy photos 
Julie and her mom, Madelyn at 
the summit 


their age. They did it in spite of the 
fact that they had never hiked up 
a mountain before. At 75 and 83 
years young, they ignored the pre- 
vailing attitude that they shouldn’t. 
They did it because they believed 
that they could. 

I assumed that this would be a 
one-time thing for my mom and 
Herve. I never dreamed that they 
would want to hike up another 
mountain. But on the way down 
from the summit of 2,865 foot Mt. 
Willard, Herve asked, “So do you 
think there’s a 4,000-footer that we 
could do?” 

Peace, friends — and hike on! 


Julie Midura is a resident of 
Ludlow. 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected _inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advettise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 


STALK OF THE SJOWN 


85 Main Street Ware Ma. 413-858-5172 


We have a New Health Food Department 
Vegan — Gluten Free — Low Sugar - Non GMO - Organic 


Kosher Options — Food/Gift Baskets - FREE LOCAL DELIVERIES 


Come see why we are the Talk of the Town! 


We’ve become an authorized 
Primitives by Kathy distributor 
and have a growing department of 
primitive gift/nhousewares. 





Crystals - Gemstones - Alchemy Tools - Jewelry - Gifts - Incense 
White Sage - Antiques - Books - $1 Greeting Cards - Silk Flowers 
Art - Health & Wellness Personal Care Items - so much more! 


Check in on Facebook 
and receive a free gift! 


TalkoftheTownWareMa.com 
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SIDEWALK OR 
NO SIDEWALK? 


WARE - The sidewalk portion of the downtown 
redesign project has ground to a halt for now. Ludlow 
Construction, the contractor, said it is waiting for a 
National Grid conduit being custom-made. If it can’t 
continue before winter sets in, the company said for 
$3,000 it will asphalt the sidewalks for the winter. 


Tri-Parish Community Church news 


HARDWICK — Remember 
the vintage phrase that if you 
were dressed up on Sunday, you 
were wearing your “Sunday go 
to meeting (church) clothes”? 
The coronavirus pandem- 
ic has changed the dress code 
(masks) and the way we warm- 
ly greet one another at the Tri- 
Parish Community Churches of 
Hardwick, New Braintree and 
Gilbertville as the church reach- 
es out to members, friends and 
neighbors for help. 

The word “church” does not 
refer to a building, but people. 
The church is a group of believers 
who have heard the good news of 
Jesus Christ and are continuing 
His work and His message. In 
these times, more than ever, we 
need a place to turn to, a place 
to fulfill our spiritual and physi- 


from page 4 


benefit would be permanent- 
ly reduced, again because she 
claimed it before her full retire- 
ment age. A basic Social Security 
rule is that any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed before 
full retirement age, that benefit is 
permanently reduced. 

The spouse benefit is based 
upon each spouse’s benefit amount 
at their full retirement age. So, for 
example, if you delayed beyond 
your FRA to get a higher per- 
sonal benefit for yourself, your 
wife’s spousal benefit would still 
be based upon your FRA benefit 
amount, not the increased amount 


cal needs, a church. And, a pas- 
tor to provide for those needs; 
one who will teach and guide; 
oversee not only Sunday ser- 
vices, but other valuable service 
like marriages, baptisms, visit- 
ing sick or elderly, memorial ser- 
vices...so much more. The Tri- 
Parish Community Church asks 
for your support, welcomes your 
ideas, talents, time, financial sus- 
tenance and spiritual support. 
The Tri-Parish Community 
Church is happy to announce that 
for its Communion Service on 
Sunday, Nov. 1, the service will 
be conducted by Pastor Kevin 
Wright of the Heritage Bible 
Chapel, in Princeton. The service 
will be at 10 a.m. in the Hardwick 
First Universalist Church with 
masks and social distancing. All 
are welcome. 


you received by delaying past your 
FRA to claim. Which would again 
mean a spousal benefit which is 
less than 50% of your actual ben- 
efit. 

So, aS you can see, a spouse 
doesn’t always get half of the 
higher earning spouse’s Social 
Security benefit. Your wife’s ben- 
efit will be less than 50% of your 
FRA benefit if she took any Social 
Security benefit before reaching 
her full retirement age. And it will 
also be less than half of the ben- 
efit you are now receiving if you 
delayed past your own FRA to 
claim a higher benefit for yourself. 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 


Town of Warren 
Microenterprise Assistance Grant 


For Businesses Adversely Impacted by Covid-19 





Library reopens for 
in-person visits 


WARE - The Young Men’s 
Library in Ware has reopened for 
in-person visits to the library, with 
the following restrictions: Masks 
must be worn by all visitors over 
3 years of age. Visits to the library 
are limited to 30 minutes at a time, 
for browsing only. No sitting in the 
library to work or reading in the 
Reading Room. We have one pub- 
lic computer available for use. The 
library ask that users limit comput- 
er usage to printing things out or 
filling out forms or applications as 
needed. We are able to send faxes 
and make photocopies. The library 
can still arrange a curbside pickup 
for patrons who prefer to just pick 
up library materials. The hours are 
Mondays through Thursdays, from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturdays, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. 


does not represent legal or finan- 
cial guidance. It presents the opin- 
ions and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To sub- 
mit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation. 
org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 





Grant awards of up to $10,000 are available to eligible businesses within 


Warren that have experienced financial loss due to Covid-19 and the 


associated shut downs. Eligible businesses must have five employees or 


fewer (including the owner), must have been in business since January 1, 


2019 and must be able to demonstrate revenue loss caused by the 


pandemic. The business owner’s family income must fall within certain 


limits. Other eligibility requirements apply. 


Funding for this program comes trom a grant to the Town of Spencer trom 


the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and the 


Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development 


APPLICATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON OCTOBER 13TH 
PLEASE VISIT QVCDC.ORG TO APPLY 


Catalyst f 





Pioneer Valley 


DVpC Planning Commission 


The Quaboag Valley CDC/BAC is an equal opportunity employer, lender and provider and does not 
discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status, national origin, race, religion, sex, 
gender identity (including expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived from public 


assistance programs, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
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Seniors receive College Book Awards 


WARE —- On Thursday, 
October 22nd, eleven Ware High 
School seniors were honored as 
College Book Award recipients 
at an awards breakfast. The stu- 
dents were chosen to receive these 
awards at the end of their junior 
year, however with the closing of 
schools last spring, award ceremo- 
nies were postponed and students 
could not receive their award at that 
time. 

College Book Awards are spon- 
sored by participating universities 
that seek to acknowledge high 
school student achievement in the 
areas of academics, leadership and 
service. These eleven students are 
all in the top 10% of this year’s 
competitive senior class and have 
also demonstrated a high level of 
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From left to right are Ware Junior Senior High School seniors Vincent 
Chiaravalle, Austin Mascroft, Caitlin Hess and Lexie Orszulak, who 
received College Book Awards. 





commitment to the Ware Junior 
Senior High School community. 
The Ware teachers and admin- 


istrators are very proud of all that 
these students have accomplished 


and are happy to have had the 
opportunity to honor them in this 
way. 

Not pictured are Norah Ayers, 


Hailey Hernandez and Audrey 
LaValley, who also received 


awards. 


From left to right are Ware Junior 
Senior High School seniors Olivia 
Vadnais, John Soltys, Myles 
McGrail and Austin Mascroft, 
who received College Book 
Awards. 


Board of Assessors to begin property assessments 


WARE —- The Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue and the 
Massachusetts General Laws have 
issued guidance to local asses- 
sors on the minimum standards 
of assessment performance their 
proposed property valuations 
must meet for the Commissioner 
of Revenue to certify the town of 
Ware is assessing at full and fair 
cash valuation. 


The Massachusetts Department 
of Revenue requires a periodic data 
inspection program, provided for 
the inspection of each parcel once 
every 10 years. 

The town of Ware shall be 
entering a periodic data inspection 
program in October 2020 through 
June 2022. The program allows 
for measuring of the main building 
and out buildings on taxpayers’ 


property. An interior and exterior 
inspection is needed. 

If a property hasn’t been 
inspected in 10 years or more, the 
owners should anticipate a visit 
from a representative from the 
Board of Assessors Office in the 
time period mentioned above. 

Call the assessors’ office at 413- 
967-9648, ext.179, with any ques- 
tions. 


send Us Your Sports Photos! 














linic 


eterinary 


anterbury Tails is a full service Veterinary 
Clinic providing the highest standard of care 


to Ware and its surrounding communities. 
Our clinic is currently accepting new patients. We 
provide care to dogs, cats and most exotic animals 
such as reptiles, pocket pets and rabbits. It 1s our 
goal to provide a fear free, positive visit for our 
patients and their owners. We are looking forward 
to meeting you and your pet. 


40 East Main Street, Ware, MA 


413-967-4545 


canterburytailsware @ gmail.com 


Mon., Wed., Thurs. 7:30-6pm 
Tues. 12-8pm, Fri. 7:30-12 noon 
Every Other Saturday 7:30-12 





Ei Like us on 
Faceboook! 





SOLDIERS from page 1 


Lowell’s death, Kenney and her 
mother tried desperately to com- 
municate with the Soldiers’ Home, 
a painstaking and largely unsuc- 
cessful endeavor. The total lack of 
transparency led Kenney to paint 
“Is my father alive?” on her vehi- 
cle and drive to the front of the 
facility, demanding answers. 

“This could have been avoided. 
There were absolute treasures of 
people at that home,” said Kenney. 
“That’s the tragedy. People need to 
be held responsible for it. It needs 
to not happen again.” 

Kenney explained that safe- 
ty protocols had been ignored at 
the home long before the arriv- 
al of the pandemic. On numer- 
ous occasions, she complained 
to Chief Nursing Officer Vanessa 
Lauziere about a Certified Nursing 
Assistant, who would constantly 
kiss the veterans. 

“It seemed to be for no pur- 
pose but to satisfy her own need,’ 
said Kenney. “That’s my opinion; 
I understand that, but I also know 
from working in the health care 
field, it’s not proper universal pre- 
cautions or infection control stan- 
dards. On March 11, I saw that 
same CNA, arm and arm with 
another veteran joking about the 
virus.” 

In the aftermath of the out- 
break, the facility’s former 
Superintendent Bennett Walsh and 
former Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
David Clinton were indicted by 
a state grand jury on five counts 
of neglect and mistreatment of an 
older or disabled person. If found 
guilty, Walsh and Clinton will face 
decades in prison. 

The Oct. 20 hearing, which 
was scheduled to resume on 
Oct. 22, was co-chaired by State 
Rep. Linda Dean Campbell, of 
Methuen, and Sen. Walter Timilty, 
of Milton. The panel also consist- 
ed of state officials including Sen. 
John Veils, Sen. James Welch, 
Rep. Joseph Wagner, Rep. Michael 
Finn and Rep. Aaron Vega. 

Following Kenney’s testimony, 
East Longmeadow resident Chery] 
Turgeon took to the microphone. 
Turgeon’s father, 90-year-old 
Korean veteran Dennis Thresher, 
survived his bout with COVID-19, 
but has been unable to walk since 
March 28. 

Turgeon offered a harrowing 
description of the conditions that 
surviving Soldiers’ Home res- 
idents have faced over the past 


six months. Due to inactivity, 
Thresher has developed pressure 
ulcers, depression and nearly had 
his left toe and right foot amputat- 
ed on account of neglect. 

“Their loneliness, their feel- 
ings of abandonment and being 
forgotten is clearly evident,’ she 
said. “They are not allowed out- 
side many days. No fresh air, no 
sunshine and no Vitamin D. Even 
our incarcerated individuals have 
recreational opportunities outside 
while these veterans stay in their 
room for weeks on end still.” 

The facility’s inability or 
unwillingness to communi- 
cate with the families of veter- 
ans who reside in the home has 
also angered Turgeon. She noted 
the administration consistently 
responds to inquiries by saying, 
“T hear you,” without divulging an 
actual answer. 

“IT don’t believe the current 
administration fully understands 
the veteran or the mission of the 
home. We’re tired of their indif- 
ferent opinions [pertaining to] 
communication with us still,’ said 
Turgeon, who also complained 
about the absence of dental care 
and eye exams. 

Roberta Twining, also of East 
Longmeadow, spoke on behalf of 
her 77-year-old husband Timothy 
Twining, a former paratrooper and 
retired Springfield police sergeant, 
who contracted the virus in the 
home. 

“When the pandemic was 
hovering over our lives, the staff 
was not being transparent. I later 
learned that they were instructed 
not to tell our families anything,” 
said Twining. 

At the onset of the outbreak, 
veterans were consolidated due 
to a lack of staffing. Twining 
described the horrid conditions 
that faced her husband, a veteran, 
who was subjected to what sever- 
al family members and employ- 
ees have categorized as being 
Holocaust-like conditions. 

“They moved him to the fourth 
floor, squeezed him in a room 
with two others and his bed was 
against the wall. He also stated 
that he had no walker, wheelchair 
or buzzer and literally had to crawl 
and hold onto the walls to get to 
the bathroom down the hall,” said 
Twining, who said he was denied a 
shower for 17 days. 

Over the span of a week, 
Twining’s husband was moved 
five times, yet she never received a 
call or email. Fortunately, Twining 


survived his ailment, but his strug- 
gles have persisted nonetheless. 

“Everything continues to be a 
secret. It appears that this board 
has a gag order on the staff not 
to tell the families anything,” she 
said. “My husband says that they 
lie and treat him and I like we’re 
idiots.” 

The individuals who took the 
stand on Tuesday complimented 
the effort of the facility’s coura- 
geous and undermanned staff, 
who put their lives at risk when 
COVID-19 began to make its 
mark. Twining firmly believes that 
the facility’s board continues to 
jeopardize the operation. 

“It wasn’t that [staff] weren’t 
caring; they were doing all they 
could. It’s that their hands were 
tied. I believe that their hands are 
still tied and that they’re muzzled 
now too,” said Twining, who stat- 
ed that without the arrival of the 
National Guard, “our precious 
home would have totally been 
wiped out.” 

All in all, five family members 
of veterans who were killed or 
sickened by COVID-19 testified 
on Oct. 20. Laurie Mandeville- 
Beaudette, who’s father passed 
away in April, sadly noted that in 
recent weeks the facility removed 
signs that were posted on the cam- 
pus to honor the lives that were 
lost. 

“They just want us to go away,” 
she said. 

Timilty responded immediate- 
ly, voicing his disgust. He assured 
Beaudette and the other family 
members that the signs would be 
recovered if possible. 

Following each speaker, 
Campbell extended her deepest 
sympathies. Unlike the facility’s 
board, she made it clear the panel 
will not fail to act. 

“We have great concern about 
ongoing communication issues 
now and also staffing issues now, 
and other issues that we will take 
immediate action on. Your per- 
spectives are very much appreciat- 
ed and will be helpful to us as we 
move forward,” she said. 

The committee has a deadline 
of March 31, 2021 to complete its 
investigation and submit a report 
to the state. Testimonials from the 
Oct. 22 hearing will be featured in 
next week’s edition. 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer and can be reached at 
dzbierski@ turley.com. 


Meet Your Local Agent 


What do you like best about your job? 


“T love getting to know my clients and 





Representative 


Escargot 


their extended families. I feel more 


connected and involved in their lives 
and also hope it makes them feel like 


more than just a client.” 


MIouLToN 


Cats or dogs? Cats 


Name: Mary Beth Gunther 
Position: Senior Account Manager 
Branch Location: Ware 

Years with Agency: 23 years 


Designations: Certified Insurance Service 


Family: Husband: Paul, Daughter's: Rachel & 
Jenna, Grandchildren: Mason (4) & Connor (1) 


What is the weirdest food you've ever eaten? 


What is your favorite TV show? I plead the 5th 
for fear it will go off the air 


Favorite Holiday? Christmas. I love to decorate 
for the holiday. The kids’ faces on Christmas 


morning are priceless. 


If you could go anywhere in the world where 
would you go? Aruba 


Fun fact about you that many of your 
customers don’t know: I enjoy spending time 


with my family and reading. 





Insurance Agency Inc 


AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE 


143 West Street 45 N Main Street 
Ware, MA 01082 Belchertown, MA 01007 
413-967-3327 413-323-7229 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


AUTO « HOME e BUSINESS 





7 Safety Insurance°® 
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Historical 
Commission 
seeks members 


WARREN — Have you ever 
been curious about how towns get 
started and develop? What were 
the most influential factors in your 
town? Why was your house built 
when and where it is? What do you 
think is most important in preserv- 
ing a town’s look? 

The purpose of a local 
Historical Commission is to ensure 
that preservation concerns are con- 
sidered in community planning 
and development decisions. For 
example, this Commission was 
able to voice their opinions on 
designs for replacement lighting 
on the bridge to be reconstructed 
on Main Street over the Quaboag 
River in the Center Village. 

Members are appointed by 
the selectmen. Interested Warren 
and West Warren residents should 
write a brief letter telling why 
they’d like to become a member. 
Send it to the Warren Selectmen, 
Shepard Municipal Building, 48 
High St., Warren, 01083, or their 
secretary (acerra@warren-ma. 
gov) or contact Commission Chair 
Sylvia G. Buck, sgbuck37 @ veri- 
zon.net for more information. 





FIREFIGHTER FUNDRAISING 


WARREN - Warren firefighters held a fund drive in the center of town Saturday to raise money for 
additional training. A big thank you to all first responders for answering the call to respond every 


moment of every day. 


Courtesy photo by Michael Moscatelli 


New communications system recommended 


Cost higher 
than expected 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN -— At their Oct. 
8 meeting, selectmen asked for 
more information following the 
completion of a study of the 
town’s emergency communica- 
tions system. The study deter- 
mined the systems are really too 
old to fix properly, and a new sys- 
tem is needed. The estimated cost 
has risen from about $320,000 to 
$546,000. 

Craig Gagne, of Modular 
Communications Inc., which did 
the study, said $546,000 is the 
worst case scenario. Some vendors 
still have to be contacted for pric- 
es and full retail prices are being 
assumed until then, he said. 

Fire Chief Adam Lavoie told 
selectmen the police communi- 
cation system is in truly dire con- 
dition. It is a more intricate sys- 
tem than the fire department’s, 
its backup generator has failed 
in recent storms and the system 
relies on phone lines that go down 


when power is out. At times, 
police officers have had trouble 
communicating if they are out of 
their cruisers and using their por- 
table radios. 

Gagne’s report documented 
recent issues, including the Fire 
Department’s repeater on Coy Hill 
having its batteries fail during a 
power outage to the recent storms 
that knocked out the Police 
Department’s system entirely by 
bringing down the phone lines 
that come in to the station and a 
direct lightening strike to Verizon- 
owned premise equipment located 
at Southbridge Road. All of these 
issues are caused by not having 
redundancy/hardening built in 
to the system, according to his 
report. . 

The Fire Department’s system 
is getting old as well, Lavoie said, 
and it would be best to replace 
both systems at the same time. 
Parts for the current systems are 
not being made any more, he said, 
making it hard to repair them. 

The difficulties of Warren 
police and fire and the Rutland 
Regional Dispatch Center being 
able to communicate sometimes 
led the center to apply for and 


Country Auto Body, Inc. 


@ 


—— 


WINTER IS COMING! 


Interstate Batteries 


In Stock 





All Name Brand Tires Available 





We Sell Propane 





Full Auto Body 
Mechanical & Towing Service 


www.countryautotirecenter.com 


69 Donovan Road, North Brookfield 
508-867-9736 


— Servicing Household Appliances since 1978 ~ All Makes & Models - 


VISIT US LAST! 


Purchase from a dealer who also services! 


Sonnpiete Laie: Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES 


6 & 12 Months Financing Available 


Service calls starting at $75* 
In house or in shop drop off 


Delivery, Installation & Removal available. 
*Based on location & subject to change 














@= Dave's Appliance Inc. 


ae 42 W. Main Street, Brookfield, MA Fri 9-5 
508-867-3122 ¢ Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 


HOURS: 
Mon-Thurs 9-6 


Sat 10-3 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


receive a State grant to study the 
two separate systems and make 
recommendations on how to solve 
any problems. 

The recommendation is to 
build a new system that would 
have three repeater locations. This 
1s recommended because with two 
locations, parts of West Warren 
would be dead zones with little or 
no coverage, Lavoie said. 

“It’s a bitter pill to swallow; 
in five minutes the cost went to 
$546,000,” Selectman Marc 
Richard said of the increase. “The 
board is in sticker shock.” The fin- 
ished study was given to Lavoie 
and the town that day. 

“It’s going to be a jour- 
ney,’ said Board of Selectmen 
Chairman John Nason.” I can’t see 
supporting something like this as a 
taxpayer nevermind as a town offi- 
cial on the (Town Meeting) floor 
in this short a period of time.” 

Right now the Fire 
Department’s communications 
system has one repeater on Coy 
Hill Road, and the police system 
has three sites that communicate 
in different parts of town includ- 
ing Coy Hill and Southbridge 
Road, which go back to receiving 


Low mortgage rates 
and high personal service at 
Monson Savings Bank! 


Let us guide you home! 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 
where people save, businesses prosper, communities benefit 


TS 


Member FDIC | MonsonSavings.bank 


Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000. All deposits above the 
FDIC insurance amount are insured by the Depositors Insurance Find (DIF). 





equipment in police headquarters 
in the former Town Hall building. 

The police system also relies 
on special telephone lines, which 
don’t have dial tones and provide 
direct communication, according 
to the report. When electricity is 
lost, the lines go down, Gagne 
said, and Verizon has stopped 
replacing these types of lines in 
some communities. Any new sys- 
tem would likely rely on micro- 
wave equipment, Gagne said. 

Selectmen asked if the town 
could go put a two-repeater sys- 
tem, and possibly add the third 
repeater down the road, to which 
Lavoie said that would be possi- 
ble. It’s also possible to finance a 
new system these days so the town 
could pay for whatever system is 
chosen over time. 

Also, with a two-repeat- 
er system, about 90 percent 
of the town would be cov- 
ered and the coverage gap 
would be a chunk of West 
Warren, Lavoie said. Gagne 
said adding a third repeater 
down the road could end up 


Please see SYSTEM, 
page 8 
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Warren voters to Till 
national, state positions 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN - Voters will take 
part in the State Election on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, in the Shepard 
Municipal Building gymnasium, 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., where they 
will chose president and vice presi- 
dent candidates, several state offic- 
es and two ballot questions. 

There will also be Pathfinder 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School District Committee 
candidates. 

Voters will be able to choose 
between Democratic Presidential 
candidate Joseph Biden and his 
running mate, Kamala Harris, 
or President Donald Trump and 
Vice President Michael Pence. 
There are also Green Rainbow 
and Libertarian presidential tick- 
ets. Howie Hawkins and Angela 
Walker are running on the Green 
Rainbow ticket and Jo Jorgensen 
and Spike Cohen are running on 
the Libertarian ticket. 

Voters will also chose a U.S. 
Senator, and the race is between 
longtime incumbent Edward J. 
Markey, D-Malden, and Kevin J. 
O’Connor, R-Dover. 

First District U.S. Congressman 
Richard E. Neal, D-Springfield, 
has no Republican competition, 
although he did have competition 
from Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse 
in the primary. 

State Sen. Anne Gobi, 
D-Spencer, who has served sev- 
eral terms and before that, served 

a state representative, has com- 
petition from Steven R. Hall, 
R-Sturbridge. Hall unsuccessfully 
challenged her in a previous elec- 
tion. She represents the Worcester, 
Hampden, Hampshire & Middlesex 
District. 

First Hampden District State 
Rep. Todd Smola, R-Warren, has 
no Republican competition. 

Seventh District Governor’s 
Council candidate, Paul M. 
DePalo, D-Worcester, also has no 
Republican competition. 

Worcester County Register of 
Probate candidates Stephanie K. 







We are a 
DEFICIENCY 
FREE 


Fattman, R-Sutton, and John B. 
Dolan III, D-Worcester will face 
off Tuesday. 

There are also four seats on the 
Pathfinder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School District 
Committee, two of which have no 
candidates. David Kirk, of Warren, 
is running for a third seat and 
David Droz, of Palmer, is running 
for a fourth seat. Kirk and Droz 
have no competition. 


Ballot questions 


There are also two ballot ques- 
tions: one would expand the right 
to repair bill, which allows indepen- 
dent automobile repair shops and 
vehicle owners to be provided with 
mechanical data necessary to iden- 
tify what is wrong and to make nec- 
essary repairs. 

A yes vote would provide 
expanded access to wirelessly trans- 
mitted mechanical data related to a 
vehicle’s maintenance and repair. 

A not vote would make no 
change in the law governing access 
to vehicles’ wirelessly transmitted 
mechanical data. 

A second ballot question is 
regarding ranked-choice voting, 
which would be used in races 
where a single candidate is to be 
declared the winner, not in races 
where more than one person is to 
be elected. 

It would allow voters to rank 
one or more candidates, and votes 
would be counted in a series of 
rounds. It would be used in races 
where no candidate received more 
than 50 percent of the vote, and 
it would be used for all statewide 
offices, state legislative offices, 
federal congressional offices and 
certain other offices beginning in 
2022. 

A yes vote would create a sys- 
tem of ranked-choice voting, where 
voters could rank candidates and 
the votes would be counted in 
rounds. 

A no vote would make no chang- 
es in the way votes are cast or 
counted. 
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Fourth graders discuss fire prevention 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN — Fourth-graders 
at the Warren Community 
Elementary School discussed fire 
prevention and safety last week 
with Fire Chief Adam Lavoie. 

He assured students that 
although COVID-19 has com- 
plicated everyone’s lives, and 
they must all wear masks and 
remain socially distant, school 
is still a great place to be. 
“This is one of the safest places 
you can be.” he told them. “Even 
though we have to remain a little 
more separate it doesn’t mean we 
can’t enjoy being together. 

The students knew the answers 
to many of his questions about 
what to do if there is a fire or other 
emergency at their home, including 
identifying multiple escape routes 
and having an agreed upon place 
for family members to meet. 

He asked them if they had 
smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors in their homes, and all 
hands went up. He told them this 
is a perfect time of year to check 
the batteries in the detectors, and 
to change the batteries if neces- 
sary, as the time change happens 
on Halloween weekend. He also 
told them the detectors should be 
tested once a month. 

“Detectors watch over us when 
we can’t watch ourselves, such as 
when we’re sleeping,” he said. 

They knew what a home escape 
plan was and a number raised their 
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Warren Fire Chief Adam Lavoie discusses fire prevention and safety with fourth-graders at the Warren 
Community Elementary School last week. 


hands when asked if their family 
had one. 

Lavoie also discussed fire safety 
with them, telling them once they 
are out of a burning building, they 
should never go back in for a pet 
or a favorite toy. “Your job is to get 
out as quickly as possible and stay 
out,” he said. 


They should also make a lot of 
noise and bring attention to them- 
selves if they are trapped in their 
home during a fire, he said. They 
also discussed home escape ladders, 
and one student said he had one. 

They answered correctly when 
he asked them what would happen 
at school if there were a fire alarm, 


saying they would line up and 
calmly follow their teachers one 
at at time as they exit the build- 
ing. He told them teachers had two 
very important jobs in addition to 
their academic duties: making sure 
students were safe at all times and 
knowing where the students are at 
all times. 


Ninth annual BUCC Quilt show and sale coming Nov. 6 


BELCHERTOWN -— The ninth Annual 
BUCC quilt show and sale with sewing tag 


sale will be held on Nov. 6, 


Belchertown United Church of Christ, 18 


Park St. 


7, and 8, at 


Themed quilts this year are designed with 
a heart/love pattern. The tag sale will be 
spread over all the church, not just the back. 
Dates and times are: Friday, Nov. 6, and 
Saturday, Nov. 7, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and 


Massachusetts announces small business grant programs 


COVID-19 Small Business 
Grants: The commonwealth of 
Massachusetts has made $50.8 mil- 
lion in grants available to support 
small businesses, microenterpris- 
es, and their employees, families 
and communities. Massachusetts 
Growth Capital Corporation will 
be administering these funds to 


businesses experiencing econom- 
ic hardship and a loss of income 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
These funds were appropriated 
through the commonwealth’s sup- 
plemental budget for fiscal 2021 
as well as the CARES Act of 2020 
and are divided into two programs: 
small business grants for five or 
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Sunday, Nov. 8, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Entry 
is $5, children under 12 free. If you have a 
quilt to exhibit/consign please contact Jane 
Crutchfield at 413-283-4456. Masks must be 
worn. No public restrooms are available. 
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for any blockages in the sewer sys- 
tem if the plant was built and in 
operation. Faulkner said the dis- 
trict was willing to take respon- 
sibility for any blockages caused 
by the new plant, but the commis- 
sion wanted it to take responsibility 
for any blockages in the sewers no 
matter what caused them. 

Faulkner said the backwash 
from the water filtration plant the 
district wants to build will dump 
water with sediment, which will 
include tiny brown and black parti- 
cles. “These are the same particles 
that are going into the sewer sys- 
tem from your home right now,” 
he said. 

After the Sewer Commission 
denied the tie-in permit, the district 
began reviewing other options for 
disposing of the back wash water 
that flushed particles from the 
water but none are cost effective, 
Faulkner said. 

Tighe & Bond designed the 
new treatment plant and they 
also designed the Warren Sewer 
Treatment Plant. The sewer plant is 
underutilized because it was orig- 
inally designed to handle Warren 
Laundry and Dry Cleaners, Wrights 
Mill and Hardwick Knitters, none 
of which are in business anymore, 
according to Carol Sanders, an 
Water District employee. 

“If we caused harm to the sewer 
system of course we would take 
responsibility,” said Warren Water 
District attorney Mary Bassett. 
“But we’re not going to pay if it’s 
not our fault.” 


Legal action 


Bassett, filed for an injunction 
last week in Worcester Superior 
Court for relief from the Water 
Sewer Commission’s decision 
not to grant the permit. She said a 
judge will review all the records 
submitted to the town, including 
the Sewer Commission’s decision. 
The town has to gather the records 
and give them to the court, she 
said. 


Sewer Commissioners did not 
attend the district’s meeting, and 
Sewer Commission Chairman 
Howard Moulson could not be 
reached for comment. 

“T’ve never seen a town town 
sewer board or selectmen deny this 
king of public works project,” said 
Bassett. “It’s very distressing we’re 
in the this situation.” 

An upcoming Sewer 
Commission meeting scheduled 
for Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 8 a.m. 
at Town Hall, lists an Executive 
Session portion of the meeting to 
discuss unspecified litigation. 


Citizens 


Bassett urged citizens to call 
their selectmen and the Sewer 
Commissioners to tell them them 
the new plant is needed and they 
want their town officials to take 
action. 

“You need to tell them it needs 
to get done as soon as possible,” 
she said. “The town is the one that 
could settle it.” 

Selectman David Dufresne 
said selectmen have been watch- 
ing the process with the Sewer 
Commission, and are disappointed 
with the denial of the sewer tie-in 
process. 

“We’re appalled by it,’ Dufresne 
said. “They’re acting like children 
who grab their ball and take it 
home with them. 

At that point the audience began 
clapping and thanking Dufresne. 

“They need to get it done,” said 
water patron Michael Starsiak. 
He said citizens need to recall the 
Sewer Commissioners or vote them 
out of office as they run for reelec- 
tion in town elections. “This is a 
clown show.” 

The Water District is not part 
of town government and is a stand- 
alone nonprofit utility, which oper- 
ates under the same municipal 
financial regulations as towns, such 
as conducting an annual audit.The 
district serves 2,200 people in town 
and has 682 connections, which 1s 
about a third of the town, Sanders 
said. 





fewer employees and small business 
grants for 50 or fewer employees. 
The application period opened on 
Oct. 22 and will close on Nov. 11, 
at noon. 

Ware Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley urges local businesses to 
contact his office if help with the 
applications is needed. 
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making the system more expensive 
as manufacturers raise their prices. 

Nason asked why there hadn’t 
been more planning about replac- 
ing the system Lavoie said the Fire 
Department’s repeater had never 
gone down before, and with no 
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Finance Committee or Capital 
Planning committees in place it 
has been hard to plan for any need- 
ed equipment. 

Gagne also recommended the 
town consider hiring a commu- 
nications consultant who could 
help the town negotiate with tower 
owners, work on any necessary 


leases and other talks. Nason 
asked Lavoie to start investigating 
what consultants are available. 

Nason also asked Lavoie to put 
together a plan on how the depart- 
ments will cope in the meantime. 

If a new system is purchased, 
it will take about five months to 
complete it, Gagne said. 


Cedarbrook «w Village 


at Ware 








Schedule a tour by November 20th for 
a chance to win a $100.00 gift card to 
Teresa's Restaurant in Ware! Mention 
this ad to be entered to win. 


at Ware 





PREMIER SENIOR LIVING 


Locally owned and operated / Fully Refundable Deposits 


Studio © 1 Bedroom e 2 Bedroom Apartments 
Independent Living © Assisted Living © Memory Care 


From our genuinely warm and friendly culture to the 
outstanding services we offer, you'll find that living at 
Cedarbrook Village is the next best thing to being at home. 


RESTAURANT « BANQUET 


Cedarbrook © Village 


An Everbrook Senior Living Community 


73 South Street e Ware, Massachusetts 01082 
cedarbrookvillage.com 
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WARE — On Thursday, Oct. 15, the revived 
Ware High School boys soccer program suffered 
a tough loss against defending state champion 


Belchertown 8-1 at home. 





Chipping the ball over Belchertown’s 
Thomas Vinagre, Vincent Chiaravalle passes 


the ball. 
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Ware’s Gavin 
Sawabi steals 
the ball from 
Belchertown’s 
Thomas 
Vinagre during 
a match in 
Ware last 
week. 
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As Belchertown’s Jack Holt takes his aim on ‘He net, Ware defensem- 
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Pathfinder falls by 
shutout to Tigers 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 








PALMER—Last Thursday 
was a perfect fall day weath- 
er-wise for a soccer match or 
any other outdoor event. It was 
also a perfect day for senior Max 
McCurdy and his South Hadley 
teammates. 

McCurdy recorded his sec- 
ond hat-trick in a varsity soc- 
cer game, and four other play- 
ers scored a goal, as the Tigers 
spoiled Pathfinder’s senior day 
with a 7-0 shutout victory. 

“This is my first hat-trick of 
the season, which is very nice, 
but getting the W is the most 
important thing to me,’ McCurdy 
said. “I’m very glad that we’re 
even playing soccer this year. 
We’re hoping to continue our 
unbeaten season.” 

McCurdy’s first hat-trick of 


‘a Eng, 
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Wyatt Seibert chases down the 


Please see PATHFINDER, page 10 ball. 


en Justin Grout stepped in as goalie Devin Henry prepared for a shot. 





Belchertown player Carson Boscher attempts 
to take the ball up the field with Ware’s 
Kolby McDonell-Kularski stepping to the ball. 


Kyle Safford makes a pass with pressure com- 
ing from Belchertown player Jack Holt. 
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School shuts down sports, others join high-risk ¢ status 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — After three weeks of 
being named “high-risk” communi- 
ties for COVID-19, Holyoke High 
School became the first school out- 


side of Springfield’s schools to shut 
high school sports down. 

Not only has Holyoke High 
School shut down their sports, the 
remainder of the fall season has 
been officially cancelled accord- 
ing to a letter from Receiver/ 


Superintendent Dr. Alberto 
Vazquez Matos. 

“The health and safety of our 
community must remain the top 
priority,” stated Matos in a letter 
to the school community. “And 


any future plans for athletics must 


While difficult for all involved, our 
responsibility is to keep our stu- 


dents and staff safe. 
“The City of Holyoke has been 


season is canceled. This is unfor- 
tunate and extremely disappoint- 
ing, especially for our student-ath- 
letes, coaches, and fans who were 
looking forward to a complete fall 
season. This move is necessary 
out of an abundance of caution. 


continue to adapt to evolving pub- 
lic health metrics. We are writing 
to inform you that in consultation 
with the local Board of Health, and 
in alignment with City, State, and 
MIAA guidelines, the remainder of 


Holyoke High School’s fall sports Please see STATUS, page 10 





Late goals helps Quaboag 
break away from N. Brookfield 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


WARREN—The Quaboag 
girls’ soccer team held a slim 
1-0 advantage with a little more 
than ten minutes remaining in 
their home opener against North 
Brookfield. 

The Lady Cougars made things 
a little more comfortable by scor- 
ing a late goal leading to a 2-0 
shutout victory over the Lady 
Indians last Wednesday afternoon. 

“We controlled play throughout 
the game, but it certainly wasn’t 
a very comfortable lead for us 
until the final few minutes of the 
game,” said Quaboag head coach 
Norm St. Denis. “The late goal 
did take all of the pressure off us. 
We played much better today than 
we did in our opener.” 

Quaboag also celebrated senior 
day against North Brookfield. 

The five seniors listed on the 
Quaboag roster are Ania Bolaske, 
Paige Baldwin, Kirah Czub, 
Sydney Corfey, and Kassidy 
Neilsen 

“The five seniors are very good 
soccer players,’ St. Denis said. 
“They’re also our team leaders 
this year.” 

Dating back to last season, the 
Lady Cougars have won eight 
consecutive home matches. Their 


last home loss was to Auburn. 
They also tied Grafton at home a 
year ago. 

The Lady Cougars 2019 cam- 
paign came to an end following a 
3-2 loss to Douglas in the Central 
Massachusetts Division 4 semi- 
finals, which was held at Foley 
Stadium in Worcester. 

That was the final high school 
soccer game for Kiara Dorman, 
who finished her brilliant career 
with a total of 205 goals. It’s 





Photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Kassidy Neilsen heads up the field after taking the ball. 


the most goals ever scored by a 
high school girls soccer player in 
Massachusetts. Dorman also fin- 
ished with 39 assists giving her a 
total of 244 career points. 

“We were able to win a lot 
of close games last year and a 
goal by Kiara was the difference 
maker,’ St. Denis said. “Now 
that she’s gone, we’re looking for 
some of the younger players to 


Please see QUABOAG, page 10 








Caitlin Hess tries to use her body to 
keep the defender away from the ball. 


INDIANS FALL SHORT AGAINST GRANBY 


Hailey Hernandez kicks the ball away before defenders can 
stop her. 


GRANBY -— Last 
Monday afternoon, 
Ware High School 
girls soccer fell to 
Granby 3-1. Maddy 
Davis had the lone 
goal for Ware. Goalie 


Abigail Hayman 
made 13 saves in a 
busy day in the net. 





Sydney DiMarzio makes her way up the field and makes a 
pass. 


Aidyn Welsh fights for possession of the 
ball. 
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- Panthers 
shut out t 
Gardner > 


BARRE -—- The 
Quabbin Regional High 
School field hockey 
team edged Gardner last 
Wednesday afternoon at 
home. Madylan Alves 
had the lone goal for 
Quabbin. The Panthers 
are 6-1 this season. 


Alison Michalik goes for a backhand hit. 


Natalya Morin 
makes her way 
toward the goal. 





Naomi Morrissey tries to knock down the ball. 





STATUS from page 9 


in the red category for three weeks, 
which represents four weeks of 
higher rates of spread of the coro- 
navirus, largely due to small group 
gatherings where people are not 
following health and safety guide- 
lines. Per the Department of 
Public Health, several other com- 
munities in the county are now also 
in the red category. HPS athletes 
and their families have been travel- 
ing to and playing in those commu- 
nities as well.” 

Holyoke entered its third week 
in high-risk status, though its rate 







W.R. ROBINSON LUMBER CO., INC. 


of COVID cases had actually 
declined. Data was released late 
last Thursday night. The state had 
been updating its high-risk status 
map on Wednesdays. 

When Holyoke’s status went to 
high-risk, West Springfield refused 
to play against Holyoke and games 
between the two schools were post- 
poned. Based on the information 
provided by Matos, it appears even 
if Holyoke’s status improves, there 
will be no resumption of fall sports. 

Monson and Chicopee joined 
the ranks of high-risk communities 
by data released last Thursday. 


www.wrrobinsonlumber.com 
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INCLUDE: 


A game between Chicopee and 
Ludlow boys soccer was postponed 
last Saturday morning, but it may 
not have been related to Chicopee’s 
status change as both Chicopee and 
Chicopee Comprehensive were 
scheduled to have regular game 
action this week. 

Amherst Regional, which cur- 
rently shares a “bubble” with South 
Hadley, Granby, and Belchertown, 
moved to moderate risk. Amherst 
and Belchertown were set to 
resume matchups this week. 

Belchertown, due to past prec- 
edent, will likely not play Monson 
until has been removed 
from high-risk status. 
There are about four 
weeks remaining in the 
abbreviated fall season. 
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Riley Sloan tries to steal the ball. 
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step up this year.” 

Because of CORVID-19, there 
isn’t going to be a Central Mass. 
soccer tournament this fall. 

Quaboag (1-1) began the 
delayed 2020 regular season with 
a 1-0 loss at Shepherd Hill on 
October 19. 

The Lady Indians, who also 
qualified for the Central Mass. 
Division 4 tournament last year 
with an 11-5-2 mark, began the 
regular season with a pair of 
losses against Shepherd Hill and 
Tantasqua, who are both Division 
1 teams. 

North Brookfield freshman 
Lily Gianfriddo, who scored 15 
goals last year, didn’t play in the 
first meeting of the regular sea- 
son against Quaboag because of 
an injury. 

“Not having Lily in the line-up 
today made a huge difference for 
us,” said North Brookfield head 
coach Jeff Hicks said. “We only 
had a couple of subs and it seemed 
like we were always a step behind 
the entire game. We’ve played sev- 
eral close games with Quaboag 
during the past couple of years, 
but they’ve won more than we 
have.” 

Two of the freshmen players 


PATHFINDER from page 9 


his varsity soccer career came in 
a 3-1 home win against Athol last 
October. 

“My first hat-trick was at home 
against Athol and it was a great 
feeling,” said McCurdy, who 
joined the varsity soccer team as 
a freshman. “This is also a very 
special day for me.” 

The Tigers other four-year var- 
sity players are seniors Ashton 
Sanford, Declan Joy, and Grant 
Petrosky, who isn’t able to play 
soccer this season because of an 
injury. 

South Hadley head coach 
Eric Castonguay hasn’t coached 
very many soccer players like 
McCurdy in the past. 

“Max is probably the most 
committed soccer player that I’ve 
coached in my 14 years at South 
Hadley High School,’ Castonguay 
said. “He’s always working on 
drills by himself and he just loves 
soccer. He has a very high soccer 
IQ and he’s our vocal leader. He’s 
a very special soccer player.” 

The victory at Pathfinder 
improved South Hadley’s over- 
all season record to 4-0-1. The 
Tigers tied Belchertown 1-1, who 
are the defending Division 3 state 
champions on October 6. They 
also defeated Amherst, Granby, 
and Palmer. 

The Tigers have qualified 
for the Western Massachusetts 
Division 3 tournament during the 
past two years, but they haven’t 
been able to advance past the first 
round. There isn’t going to be a 
postseason tournament this fall 
because of COVID-19. 

“It’s disappointing that we’re 
not going to have a chance to 
compete in the postseason tourna- 
ment this year,” said Castonguay, 
who’s also the South Hadley 
Athletic Director. “We do have 
a very strong senior class and it 
would’ve been nice to see how we 
would’ve done in the tournament. 
We’re going to play as hard as we 
can in every game this year.” 

The only highlight for the 
home team was the pre-game 
ceremony honoring the nine 
seniors. They are Gavin Baral 
Devin Bedard, Ryan Caron, Ethan 
Farrar, Nick Hein, Kieran Moe, 
Wyatt Siebert, Tom Swift, and 
Austin Tocci. 

“Seven of the nine seniors are 
four-year members of our soccer 
team,” said Pathfinder head coach 
Kevin Aldrich. “They’re a great 
bunch of kids, but our backs have 
been up against the wall in almost 
every game this year. 

The Pioneers (1-4), who 





Brookfield player. 


listed on the Quaboag roster are 
Riley and Kenady Sloan, who 
are twins. Their father, Kevin, 
is the Athletic Director at North 
Brookfield High School. He also 
coached the Quaboag boys’ soccer 
team a couple of years ago. 

Holding a 1-0 lead, the Lady 
Cougars put last Wednesday’s 
match out of reach with 11:05 
remaining in the final quarter. 

Sophomore midfielder Olivia 
Bagg blasted a line-drive shot 
from about 25 yards out into the 
back of the net over the head 
of North Brookfield Maddie 
Didonato (12 saves) for an unas- 
sisted goal. 

“Not only did Olivia’s goal 
give us some extra cushion, but it 
was a great individually goal by 
her,’ St. Denis said. “It was also 
from distance, which you don’t 
see very often in a girls soccer 
game.” 

Didonato did make a cou- 
ple of outstanding saves, which 
kept her team within striking dis- 
tance. She also received plenty 
of support from her defense led 
by junior Serenity Ayala, junior 
Riley McGarry, freshman Kaylee 
Peterson, and freshman Kailey 
Dutter. 

The Lady Cougars had several 
scoring chances during the first 


twenty minutes of the contest, but 
they were unable to get the ball 
into the net past Didonato. 

A shot attempt by Quaboag 
freshman forward Jenna Duff 
two minutes into the contest was 
deflected off the crossbar by 
Didonato. She also made saves in 
the first twenty minutes on shots 
by Czub and Neilsen, who are 
both midfielders. 

Less than two minutes into the 
second quarter, Duff who scored 
five goals as an eighth grader, 
broke the ice by scoring the Lady 
Cougars first goal of the season. 

“Jenna just out worked the 
other team to get herself into posi- 
tion to score that goal,’ St. Denis 
said. “Then she used her quick- 
ness to finish the play. It was a 
very nice goal by her.” 

Sophomore forward Kacie 
Horner was credited with the 
assist on Duff’s goal. 

The Lady Cougars managed to 
hang onto the 1-0 lead until the 
unassisted goal by Bagg in the 
middle of the fourth quarter. 

Quaboag sophomore goalkeep- 
er Victoria Morgan only had to 
make a couple of saves in record- 
ing her first shutout of the season. 

The two teams are scheduled 
to meet again at North Brookfield 
High School on Nov. 9. 
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Riley Sanderson tries to take away the ball. 


aren’t playing any other voca- 
tional school’s this fall, lone 
victory was a 1-0 win at Ware. 
The other teams on their sched- 
ule are Monson, Palmer, Granby, 
Belchertown, and Amherst, who’s 
a Division | team. 

“Because of COVID, it was 
this schedule or no soccer at all 
this year,’ Aldrich said. “We 
would rather be playing soccer. 
We’ve been trying to do our best 
in every game this year. It’s only 
going to make us better for next 
year.” 

It didn’t take McCurdy, who’s 
hoping to continue his soccer 
career in college next year, very 
long to score his first goal in his 
team’s first meeting against the 
Pioneers in about twenty years. 

After receiving a pass from 
junior Jonas Clarke, McCurdy 
chipped a shot into the right 
corner past Tocci, who was 
Pathfinder’s starting goalkeeper. 

“IT just got the ball in the box 
on my first goal and I shot it into 
the corner,” McCurdy said. “It 
was the first goal of the game and 
it gave us a lot more energy. 

The Tigers only other first 
quarter goal was scored by sopho- 
more Charlie Anischik with about 
three minutes remaining. Arya 
Kouzehkanani, who’s also a mem- 
ber of the sophomore class, was 
credited with the assist. 

The score remained 2-0 until 
the final 30 seconds of the open- 
ing half. That’s when McCurdy 
lofted another shot over Tocci into 
the left corner, which was assisted 
by Joy. 

The Tigers third goal was the 


difference maker in the game 
according to the Pathfinder head 
coach. 

“The goal that they scored 
before halftime was a killer,” 
Aldrich said. “When you're facing 
a good team, you just can’t afford 
to take a second off. If you take 
away the third quarter, it’s a much 
closer game.” 

South Hadley scored four more 
goals during a ten-minute span 
in the middle of the third quarter, 
which put the contest out of reach. 

The Tigers first goal of the sec- 
ond half was scored by Sanford, 
who blasted a line-drive shot into 
the left corner past Tocci, who 
made a diving attempt to make the 
save. Senior Patrick Lavelle was 
credited with the assist. 

Sanford assisted on the Tigers 
fifth goal, as McCurdy, who’s 
also a member of the Tigers track 
team, completed his memorable 
afternoon by slotting a low shot 
with his left foot into the right 
corner. 

The Tigers final two goals of 
the match were scored by junior 
Liam Sibley-Welch and sopho- 
more Colin Quinn. 

South Hadley senior goalkeep- 
er Tyler Evans made five saves in 
recording his first shutout of the 
season. replaced by Lavelle at the 
start of the final quarter. It gave 
Evans the opportunity to play in 
the field for the first time this sea- 
son. 

Sophomore Sean Moon 
replaced Tocci in goal in the mid- 
dle of the fourth quarter. 


RAIL from page 1 


Ben Hood, co-founder of 
Citizens for a Palmer Rail Stop, 
is similarly peeved by the metrics 
and the ridership projections. Both 
he and Lesser said they suspect 
MassDOT is purposely low-ball- 
ing the number so it can ultimately 
be used as an excuse to scrap the 
project. 

“It’s not comparable,” Hood 
said this week. 

“Now [MassDOT) is play- 
ing this game that ‘we studied it 
and now we want to study it some 
more.’ Fundamentally, you need 
to shift the discussion to getting 
this train service at a reasonable 
cost so we can get it started. It’s 
outrageous that you can’t con- 
nect the three largest cities in New 
England.” 

Hood said an earlier draft had 
even lower rider projections that 
were vigorously challenged. 

“They were four-to-five times 
lower then and the only reason 
they went higher was because of 
the absolute push-back by planners 
from around New England,’ Hood 
said. 

He takes solace in the hope 
that there will be a massive feder- 
al infrastructure plan in the near 
future and that some of the funding 
will be earmarked toward construc- 
tion of a Boston to Pittsfield rail- 
road. U.S. Rep Richard Neal has 
previously said he’s in favor of it. 

“T think the biggest person we 
need to work with right now is 
Congressman Neal,” Hood said. 
“He 1s the key.” 

The Western Mass Rail 
Coalition, which is in favor of a 
moderate speed train that would 
travel in the neighborhood of 90 
mph and could be completed fast- 
er and cheaper than a high-speed 
rail, envisions six round trips a 
day between Boston, Framingham, 
Worcester, Palmer, Springfield, 
Hartford and New Haven with con- 
necting trains from Springfield to 
Chester, Pittsfield and Albany, New 
York. 


Major points 


Although a handful of public 
officials attended the meeting, most 
of the 145 people who logged on 
for it were private citizens. Using 
slides to highlight the study’s find- 
ings and conclusions, the present- 
ers explained their methods, and 
seemed to be making a conscious 
effort to distill some technical data 
into language more accessible to 
people not familiar with planning 
and government jargon. 

Cost estimates varied among 
the alternatives from $2.4 to $4.6 
billion. Sophie Cohen, who works 
with the consulting firm hired to 
assist MassDOT with the study, 
was tasked with providing the ben- 
efit-cost analysis. She provided a 
snapshot of how she arrived at her 
findings. 

“We look at a handful of the 
benefits,” she said. 

“One is travel time. And it’s 
based on the ridership we are 
expecting to get for each of the 
alternatives, as well as how much 
time they are expected to save on 
average per rider. We add all of 
those up, and then we apply a fed- 
erally provided value of travel time 
savings. Similarly, for safety, really 
for safety — for most of the rest 
of the categories, safety, vehicle 
operating cost savings, pavement 
damage — we are calculating the 
automobile vehicle miles traveled 
that would be saved by people tak- 
ing rail instead, and applying some 
values for how many car accidents 
we think that will prevent, how 
much pavement, maintenance and 
gas and all of that, damage to the 
roadway and automobile emis- 
sions. On the flip side of that, we 
do also have to take into consid- 
eration the fact that there’s some 
of those things associated with the 
additional rail. There’s a risk of 
additional rail incidents. Risk of 
additional emissions associated 
with the rail. That’s all taken into 
account here as well. And then we 
add all of that up.” 

Ethan Britland, MassDOT 
cO-project manager, said even more 
data is needed to give state law- 
makers who will ultimately if the 
project goes forward a more accu- 
rate forecast of the impact. 

“So we wanted to recommend 
that more detailed study of eco- 
nomic and community benefits is 
conducted,” Britland said. 

“We looked at the alternatives 
in the context of a BCA because 
that’s the federal process for com- 
petitive funding. But we under- 
stand that there are other things 
such as the transformative nature of 
a west-east rail service: jobs, real 
estate, housing. So we understand 
that there are other things that 
could be looked at in more detail. 
And so while this study identified 
opportunities, benefits, impacts 
and challenges for west to east 
passenger rail service, MassDOT 
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Supporters of a proposed east-west rail link to and from Boston to 





Pittsfield that includes stops in Springfield and Palmer say ridership 
projections from MassDOT are too low. 


acknowledges that there’s further 
planning phase work that’s neces- 
sary to better understand some of 
the unknowns before we can initi- 
ate a project.” 

Asked during the question and 
answer period what kind of addi- 
tional data needs to be studies, 
Britland said it’s a broad spectrum 
to gauge both the potential impact 
and public interest. 

“So just reading off of the rec- 
ommendations and the study itself, 
conducting surveys of both busi- 
nesses and residents to under- 
stand market conditions. Riders 
demographics, fare sensitivity 
and other market factors,’ he said. 
[MassDOT would] work with the 
business community across the 
commonwealth and conduct addi- 
tional analysis to better understand 
and articulate the full range of 
potential economic benefits. This 
includes trying to understand post- 
COVID the new normal conditions. 
Working with local and regional 
governments, community members 
to facilitate land use decisions, new 
development supports and support- 
ed by rail transportation and that 
can make travel without automo- 
biles more viable.” 

Britland also mentioned 
“Neighborhood workshops on 
community impacts, such as grade 
crossing and rail crossings. And so 
as we find out more information, 
we can update all of that.” 


Making their pitch 


Chester Selectman Rich 
Holzman and Finance Committee 
member Bob Daley both talked 
about what creating the rail line 
will mean for their town. Daley, 
who said Chester would be “the 
future rail hub for the 21 hill 
towns,’ even borrowed from a 
famous Winston Churchill speech 
and injected a bit of snark — and 
some anger — to make his point. 

“Sisters and brothers of the fel- 
lowship of the rail, this is not even 
the beginning of the end. Just the 
end of the beginning. We will be 
successful by going forward from 
this result without loss of enthusi- 
asm. We can not have come this far 
after two years’ time and treasure 
spent to be left at the intersection 
of more studies and no action. We 
believe the MassDOT BCA, bene- 
fit-cost analysis should have been 
viewed as the BCA, known as the 
Benefit Commonwealth Analysis 
in which immediate of implemen- 
tation and ridership projections 
leading to transformative econom- 
ic rebirth, rather priority values,” 
Daley said. 

“Equality of access, liberty of 
mobility, fraternity of connectivity 
is what our people need now. And 
future generations will require to 
maintain Massachusetts leadership 
in our nation. We urge MassDOT 
to set an 18-month urgency of now 
timeline for a phase one and deploy 
existing DMU train sets for daily 
inter-community service in Western 
Massachusetts. And in 75 years the 
MBTA has expanded to include 
400 miles of track through 175 
communities, with 141 stations. 
None -- none west of Worcester. 
It’s not right. It’s not just. It can not 
stand.” 

Holzman followed with a nar- 
rative on a trend he believes more 
than validates 
creating passen- 
ger rail service. 

“Right now 
we ve had one of 
the biggest real 
estate booms 
that have gone 
on here in years 
because people 
aren’t talking 
about week- 
end homes,” 
Holzman 
said.“They are 
talking about 
homes where 
they share time. 
You have done 
fine work to this 
point but let’s 
not get bogged 
down in a lot 
of further study 
that will just 
slow the whole 
rate of imple- ( 
mentation.” = 
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Ludlow resident Andre Ferrara 
said he’s an example of someone 
who prefer to ride a train to work 
rather than drive. 

“IT commute to right outside 
of Government Station in Boston 
daily. And I see the one hour and 
37 minute mark for the best option 
from Springfield to Boston,” he 
said. 

“And if you look at the time that 
it takes to actually drive to Boston 
it is convincing to actually use the 
rail. Now, I know you used exist- 
ing numbers that you guys have 
for commuting to forecast what the 
ridership would be, but that doesn’t 
take into consideration where, if 
you could reduce the time on these 
trips, it would actually drive up the 
use and decrease carbon emissions 
for people taking trains versus rail.” 

Donald Blais, a Palmer resident 
who has helped push for the study, 
said he wants less talk and more 
action. 

“T’m glad that Palmer is listed in 
all three of these options. I’m very 
glad to see that our advocacy has 
been working thus far. You know, 
personally, I want to go with the 
faster option.” 

He also said Palmer and UMass 
came up with a study last year 
before COVID-19 hit, and it was 
presented to the committee.” I 
don’t know if that was taken into 
account. I hope it was because 
there is growth opportunity here in 
Palmer and the region,” Blais said. 
“We can’t delay any longer,” Blais 
said. 

“It was bad enough before the 
pandemic hit. It’s worse now. The 
budgetary, the economic impacts, 
we are going to be feeling if not 
already. So we can’t keep pushing 
further down the road. I’m glad 
Palmer is on all three options. I 
want to go faster option, but any 
option that includes Palmer and the 
surrounding region will be great 
for this area, because we are going 
to need it to get out of the dam- 
age from this pandemic. And so to 
everyone involved with this, thank 
you. I know there’s more to be 
done. “ 

Lesser reiterated after the pre- 
sentation that he sees too many 
positive benefits not to see this 
through to completion. 

“Of course it is a complicated 
project it will be an expensive proj- 
ect, but a project that will trans- 
form our state and create exciting 
opportunities for our families,” he 
said. “And this project would be 
the single largest positive thing you 
can do for the environment by _tak- 
ing hundreds of thousands of cars 
off the road.” 


Want to be heard? 

To go on record with MassDOT 
with your comments about the pro- 
posed new rail line, including a 
Palmer station, go to https://www. 
mass.gov/east-west-passenger-rail- 
study. The deadline to register a 
comment is Nov. 19. 


Want to know more? 

To find out what local advocates 
of the plan are doing and how you 
can get involved, visit the Citizens 
for a Palmer Rail Stop at palmer- 
train.org. 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am - 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ° Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Lott during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD - 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
is proud to announce the recent 
hiring of Jeffry Kerr as vice pres- 
ident, marketing director for North 
Brookfield Savings Bank. 

“We are thrilled to have Jeff 
join our team,” said North 
Brookfield Savings Bank 
President and CEO Donna 
Boulanger, “We know his wealth 
of knowledge and experience will 
be a great asset to the bank and 
our communities moving forward. 
His enthusiastic approach to mar- 
keting and the customer journey 
will benefit both the Bank and the 
community.” 

In his role as Vice President, 
Marketing Director, Kerr will be 
responsible for managing the mar- 
keting department, maintaining 
the marketing budget, a creating 
strategic marketing plan and set- 
ting goals, and most importantly, 
highlighting the value of North 
Brookfield Savings Bank to the 
communities that it serves. 

Kerr, of East Longmeadow, 
most recently served as the 
vice president of marketing for 
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NBSB hires Jetfry Kerr as vice 
president, marketing director 


PeoplesBank. Prior to that he 
held the position of director of 
agency marketing at 
MassMutual Financial 
Group. In total he 
brings over 26 years 
of experience in mar- 
keting in the finan- 
cial industry to North 
Brookfield Savings 
Bank. 

Kerr earned a 
bachelor of sci- 
ence in management 
from Mass College 
of Liberal Arts, is a 
candidate for a mas- 
ter’s degree in education from 
American International College, 
and is a certified educator by the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Education. 

Kerr is an active participant 
in the community, volunteer- 
ing for such programs as Habitat 
for Humanity, the Read-a-loud 
program, and the Springfield 
school volunteers. He is look- 
ing forward to being involved in 
North Brookfield Savings Bank- 
sponsored community events and 





Jeff Kerr 


volunteer efforts. 

“T look forward to adding value 
to an organization that 
has contributed so 
much to the local com- 
munities,’ said Kerr. 
“It is a goal of mine 
to highlight the ongo- 
ing mission and values 
of North Brookfield 
Savings Bank of sup- 
porting our commu- 
nities and customers 
throughout their finan- 
cial journeys.” 

Kerr can be 
reached _ direct- 
ly by calling 508-637-7444 or 
by emailing jkerr@BankNBSB. 
com. For more information, 
contact the North Brookfield 
Savings Bank Business Center 
at 508-637-7500 or visit 
NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank.com. 

North Brookfield Savings Bank 
is a mutual savings bank with 
full-service branches in North 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, Ware, Belchertown, 
Palmer, and Three Rivers Village 
of Palmer. 





Second Chance 


EAST BROOKFIELD — The 
end is drawing near for the Second 
Chance DinnerLESS Auction, which 
means it’s time for supporters to 
start bidding on some great items 
normally reserved for the live auc- 
tion finale. 

“Year after year, there’s a group 
of supporters who donate items for 
the much-anticipated live auction 
because helping pets in need is so 
important to them,” said Second 
Chance Development Director 
Lindsay Doray. “While we’re so dis- 
appointed that we won’t be together 
as the auction paddles raise around 
the room due to COVID, the bidding 
in our online grand finale auction 
is just starting to get lively.” Doray 
is grateful for every bid in a year 
where pets need help more than ever. 

“For years, Eunice Jones has 
donated a week’s stay at Big Sky 
Resort in Montana. This popular trip 
sleeps six in gorgeous condo accom- 
modations. Making its third auction 
appearance is the Cannes for Rent 
donated by Second Chance volun- 
teer Maria McDonnell featuring a 
seven-night stay for two in an ador- 
able apartment in Cannes, France.” 
JetBlue has also once again donated 
two round trip domestic tickets. 

For those staying closer to home, 
the Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office has donated two handcrafted 
solid wood Adirondack chairs that 
have been getting a lot of attention 
and there’s a sophisticated Vera 
Bradley set donated 
by longtime supporter 
Klem’s. 

For collectors, 
there’s a baseball signed 
by Brandon Workman 
donated by the Red Sox 
(when Workman was 
a pitcher for the Red 
Sox,) and a seven-book 
collection signed by W. 
Bruce Cameron, author 
of the New York Times 
bestseller, “A Dog’s 
Purpose.” 

Brand new to the 
auction this year is a 
local restaurant gift card 
package valued at over 
$380 that was originally 
planned as a super raffle 
item. 

New items are still 
coming in and Doray 
encourages bidders 
to check back and see 
what’s new. The online 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Engine additive 24. Sheep disease 
4.Undemanding 25. Male term of 
8." your 

enthusiasm” 

10. Well-known 

island 

11 Not saintly 
12. Habitual 
13. Central parts 

of church 
buildings 

15. Trust 
16. Intestinal 
17. Deep-bodied 


18. Live up to 
expectations 

21. Snag 

22. Partner to haw 

23. General’s 
assistant 
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graduated and is at the Second Chance Adoption Center in East 
Brookfield, and the money raised through the DinnerLESS auction 
helps take care of many different animals, including these two dogs. 


auction continues through Nov. 1. 
The proceeds from every winning 
bid supports all the Second Chance 
programs that help pets in need. 
Doray expressed gratitude to all 
who donated the item and to the 
sponsors for their support when 
the event was moved online. “The 
DinnerLESS Auction was made pos- 
sible by the generous support of RE/ 
MAX realtor Wendy Johnson in lov- 
ing memory of Pam Crawford, who 
was a longtime supporter of Second 
Chance who devoted her life to her 


N 
mek, 
iN 


N 
1) 


(abbr.) 


endearment 

26. United 

2/. Popular TV 
host 

34. Overnighters 

35. Beloved British 
princess 

36. Obtains from 

37. Third Mughal 
Emperor 

38. Shares the 
Opinion of 

39. Central 
European river 

40. Feudal estates 

41. KU hoops 
coach Bill 

42. Spreads out 
for drying 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Picturesque 

2. south Pacific 
island country 

3. Shrub of the 
olive family 

4. Establish the 
truth of 

5. Unfettered 

6. Originations 

7. Famed English 
park 

9. Sheep’s cry 

10. Danced 

12. More 
upstanding 

14. Upstate NY 
airport (abbr.) 


family and to helping people find 
a home. She will be greatly missed 
by all. 

Interested supporters can visit 
www.secondchanceanimals.org 
for links to each block of auction 
items and they’ll also find this year’s 
DinnerLESS Auction video with a 
look back at the nonprofit’s work 
in 2019, an update on COVID-19 
efforts along with behind the scenes 
footage and some adorable Second 
Chance alumni. 


43. “The Partridge 15. Type of lettuce 
Family” actress 17. Place to calla 
susan 


pint 

19. Backs 

20. Partner to 
cheese 

23. Makes it there 

24. Value 

25. One’s 
convictions 

26. Former CIA 

27. Clashed 

28. Affirmative 

29. Journalist 
Tarbell 

30. Athletic shoes 

31. Roof style 

32. Make possible 

33. Make less 
dense 

34. Healthy food 

36. Silly 
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Ware Police Log 


Monday, Oct. 19 

3:10 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Otis Avenue - Referred to Other 
Agency 

10:53 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Monson Turnpike Road - Services 
Rendered 

1:21 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Valley View - Services Rendered 

2:07 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Valley View - Services Rendered 

3:49 p.m. Fraud Old 
Gilbertville Road - Services 
Rendered 

5:01 p.m. Fraud Monson 
Turnpike Road - Services 
Rendered 

10:36 p.m. Larceny, Theft 
Report West Street - Investigated, 
Report Filed 

10:58 p.m. Ambulance Request 
North Street - Referred to Other 
Agency 


Tuesday, Oct. 20 

6:27 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Bank Street - Services Rendered 

11:47 a.m. Fraud Boivin 
Avenue - Services Rendered 

6:15 p.m. Summons Service 
North Street - Arrest on Warrant 

11:58 p.m. Ambulance Request 
James Road - Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Oct. 21 

6:41 a.m. Ambulance Request 
North Street - Services Rendered 

6:44 a.m. Investigation North 
Street - Arrest, Felony Charge 

Arrest: Michael A. Soltren, 24, 
Ware 

Drug, Possess to Distribute 
Class B; Drug, Possess to 
Distribute Class D 

7:57 a.m. Fraud North Street - 
Services Rendered 

8:35 a.m. Fraud Mountain View 
Drive - Referred to Other Agency 

8:54 a.m. Fire, Report Eagle 
Street - Services Rendered 

9:34 a.m. Larceny, Theft 
Report Breckinridge Street - 
Services Rendered 

9:57 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Greenwich Plains Road - Services 
Rendered 

12:19 p.m. Abandoned, 911 
Call Berkshire Drive - Services 
Rendered 

12:42 p.m. Drug/Narcotics 
Violation North Street - Services 
Rendered 

1:18 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Shoreline Drive - Services 
Rendered 

8:38 p.m. Fire, Report South 
Street - Referred to Other Agency 

10:18 p.m. Fraud Coldbrook 
Drive - Services Rendered 


Thursday, Oct. 22 

12:14 am. Ambulance Request 
Prospect Street - Services 
Rendered 

1:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation West Street - Written 
Warning 

7:04 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Longview Avenue - Services 
Rendered 

8:39 am. Ambulance Request 
Dale Street - Services Rendered 

11:11 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Monson Turnpike Road - Services 
Rendered 

12:26 p.m. Fraud Webb Court - 
Services Rendered 

12:32 p.m. Accident (Hit 
and Run) West Street - Services 
Rendered 

4:45 p.m. Trespassing 
Complaint Otis Avenue - Services 
Rendered 

5:14 p.m. Accident (Hit and 
Run) Eagle Street - Investigated, 
Report Filed 

5:43 p.m. Accident, Vehicle 
West Street - Services Rendered 

9:29 p.m. Accident (Hit and 
Run) Gould Road - Motor Vehicle 
Accident Over $1,000 

11:05 p.m. Alarm Burglar 
South Street - Services Rendered 


Friday, Oct. 23 

3:50 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Highland Village - Referred to 
Other Agency 

4:35 a.m. Ambulance Request 
North Street - Referred to Other 
Agency 

8:23 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Highland Village - Services 
Rendered 

9:04 a.m. Accident, Vehicle 
West Street - Motor Vehicle 
Accident Over $1,000 

9:45 a.m. Fraud Spring Street - 
Services Rendered 

10:09 a.m. Ambulance Request 
Longview Avenue - Services 
Rendered 

12:55 p.m. Vandalism Susan 
Drive - Services Rendered 

3:33 p.m. Burglary/Breaking 
and Entering West Street - 
Services Rendered 

5:07 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Chestnut Street - Services 
Rendered 

5:45 p.m. Accident, Vehicle 
Fisherdick Road - Services 
Rendered 

10:19 p.m. Accident, Vehicle 
East Street - Services Rendered 

10:56 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Cold Spring Road - Referred to 
Other Agency 

11:07 p.m. Fraud West Street - 
Investigated, Report Filed 


Hardwick Police Log 


For the week of Oct. 19-26, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department conducted 80 build- 
ing/property checks, nine radar 
assignments, 16 motor vehicle 
stops, 19 directed/area patrols, 
seven traffic controls, nine emer- 
gency 911 calls, four citizen 
assists, one assist other agency, 
one vandalism and_ three com- 
plaints in the town of Hardwick. 


Monday, Oct. 19 

4:09 p.m. 911 — Medical 
Emergency Old Greenwich Plains 
Road — Transported to Hospital 

5:54 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Barre Road — 
Written Warning 

11:40 p.m. 911 — Medical 


Emergency Church Lane — 
Transported to Hospital 


Tuesday, Oct. 20 

6:44 p.m. 911 — Complaint/ 
Motor Vehicle Operations Main 
Street — Spoken To 

8:25 p.m. 911 — Disturbance 
Church Street — Spoken To 

8:57 p.m. 911 — Alarm Barre 
Road — Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Oct. 21 
5:43 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Lower Road — 
Citation Issued 


Thursday, Oct. 22 
6:34 a.m. 911 — Medical 
Emergency Cleveland Road — 


Editor’s Note: People 
in this country are pre- 
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro- 
vide us with the infor- 
mation you read on this 
page as public record 
information. If you or 
any suspect listed here 
is found not guilty or 
has charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information as 
a follow-up upon being 
presented with document- 
ed proof of the court’s 
final disposition. 


Saturday, Oct. 24 

12:39 a.m. Fire, Report North 
Street - Referred to Other Agency 

12:49 a.m. Silent, 911 Call 
Chestnut Street - Investigated, 
Report Filed 

12:10 p.m. Alarm Burglar Point 
View Road - Services Rendered 

12:43 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Quabbin Tower - Services 
Rendered 

12:58 p.m. Accident, Vehicle 
North Street - Services Rendered 

4:47 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Chester Avenue - No Police 
Service Necessary 

4:52 p.m. Trespassing 
Complaint Osborne Road - Verbal 
Warning Issued 

6:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation West Street - Written 
Warning 

9:13 p.m. Hang-up, 911 Call 
Quarry Street - Investigated, 
Report Filed 

9:46 p.m. Accident, Vehicle 
Palmer Road - Services Rendered 


Sunday, Oct. 25 

5:22 a.m. Abandoned, 911 Call 
South Street - Services Rendered 

5:54 a.m. Alarm Burglar Main 
Street - Services Rendered 

6:53 a.m. Ambulance Request 
South Street - Services Rendered 

12:20 p.m. Fraud North Street- 
Services Rendered 

3:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violation West Street - Citation 
Issued 

3:17 p.m. Ambulance Request 
Otis Avenue - Referred to Other 
Agency 


Monday, Oct. 25 
12 p.m. Fire, Report West 
Street - Services Rendered 


Transported to Hospital 

12:09 p.m. 911 — Complaint 
Prospect Street — Spoken To 

5:09 p.m. 911 — Complaint/ 
Motor Vehicle Operations Barre 
Road — Dispatch Handled 


Saturday, Oct. 24 
12:53 p.m. Phone — Vandalism 
Greenwich Road — Investigated 
6:17 p.m. 911 — Complaint/ 
Motor Vehicle Operations 
Old Greenwich Plains Road — 
Arrest(s) Made 


Sunday, Oct. 25 
12:16 a.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop Lower Road — 
Summons Issued 


COVID-19: How to have a 
safe and fun Halloween 


SPRINGFIELD — That familiar 
sound of “Trick-or-Treat” at your 
door on Halloween, Oct. 31, may 
be a thing of the past for this year 
given the risks posed by COVID- 
19. 

National and local experts have 
sounded the alarm on the threat of 
catching COVID-19 by door-to- 
door trick-or-treating or attending 
indoor parties or other alternative 
celebrations. 

“With the exception of those 
who recently got infected with 
COVID-19 and survived, everyone 
including children is susceptible 
to this viral infection. Traditional 
activities during Halloween like 
door-to-door trick-or-treat- 
ing by small children can pose 
a real risk of disease transmis- 
sion. Individuals from different 
households come together with- 
in six feet of one another, touch 
and give away common treats, 
and may have difficulty in keep- 
ing facial masks on, particularly 
among the younger children,” said 
Dr. Armando Paez, chief of the 
Division of Infectious Diseases at 
Baystate Medical Center. 

Some cities and towns like 
Springfield have cancelled trick- 
or-treating altogether, while others 
are leaving it up to residents and 
are providing coronavirus-related 
restrictions to keep kids and adults 
safe. Check with your city or town 
for their safe Halloween recom- 
mendations. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention are urg- 
ing Americans not to trick-or-treat 
or attend indoor costume parties, 
labelling them as “high risk.” 

Other high-risk activities 
according to the CDC include: 

Having trunk-or-treat where 
treats are handed out from trunks 
of cars lined up in large parking 
lots. 

Going to an indoor haunt- 
ed house where people may be 
crowded together and screaming. 

Going on hayrides or tractor 
rides with people who are not in 
your household. 

Traveling to a rural festival that 
is not in your community if you 
live in an area with community 
spread of COVID-19. 

The safest, according to Paez, 
“is anything virtual.” 

“COVID has changed so much 
today in our daily lives, both per- 
sonal and workwise, and connect- 
ing with friends and family vir- 
tually, as well as holding virtu- 
al conferences and meetings has 
become the norm today during the 
pandemic,” he said. 

Meghan Brewer, Child Life 
Specialist III in the Child Life 
department at Baystate Children’s 





Hospital, recommends the follow- 
ing safe “virtual” ideas to cele- 
brate the “spooky” season: 

Virtual Halloween Costume 
Contest 

Pumpkin Decorating via Zoom 
with friends 

Spooky Scavenger Hunts (set 
up in each person’s house and 
started at the same time — looking 
for candy/treats/prizes instead of 
trick-or-treating 

Virtually listen to a spooky 
story at the same time. 

Additional safe ways to enjoy 
Halloween, according to the CDC, 
include having a Halloween movie 
night at home with family mem- 
bers of the same household, carv- 
ing and decorating pumpkins to 
display, or decorating your home 
together. For a full list of high, 
moderate and low risk activities 
when celebrating Halloween this 
year, visit: the COVID-19 and 
Halloween section on the CDC’s 
COVID-19 website at cdc.gov. 

Many states, including 
Massachusetts, have released 
their own guidelines concern- 
ing “what’s safe, what’s not” for 
Halloween. While there is no 
statewide mandate on how com- 
munities should address the chal- 
lenge of celebrating the season, 
there are recommendations avail- 
able on mass.gov/news/hallow- 
een-during-covid-19. 

COVID aside, there are also 
healthy recommendations to con- 
sider for younger children who 
want to eat their way through the 
goodies in their Halloween bag in 
one sitting. 

“Go through your child’s bag 
and each day take out some candy 
and put it on the table for them to 
enjoy, maybe next to a nice fruit 
salad as well,’ said pediatric dieti- 
tian Nancy L. Anderson, MS, RD, 
CSP LDN at Baystate Children’s 
Hospital. 


“For the older kids, being 
restrictive just won’t work and 
will backfire. Halloween is one 
day a year, and the candy may last 
a week or two, but then they’re 
over it. Consider it part of their 
overall healthy diet and make sure 
during the year they are having 
plenty of fruits, veggies, cheese, 
yogurt, whole grains and more,” 
she added. 

Whatever way people choose 
to celebrate Halloween, Paez 
reminds everyone to follow some 
commonsense safety precautions 
that public health experts have 
been recommending since the start 
of the pandemic to keep you and 
others safe from COVID-19: 

Wear a mask — a costume face 
mask is not a substitute for a cloth 
face mask 

Social distance staying at least 
six feet apart from anyone not in 
your household 

Wash your hands often with 
soap and water for at least 20 sec- 
onds or use hand sanitizer (with at 
least 60% alcohol) 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth. 

And don’t go out when feeling 
sick and avoid contact with those 
who are sick. 

Paez noted to keep in mind that 
other respiratory infections, such 
as flu, are more common during 
this time of the year. 

“Remember, it’s more import- 
ant than ever before to get your 
flu shot this year,” he said. “There 
is worry that there could be a pos- 
sible widespread second wave of 
COVID-19 coinciding with the 
flu. That’s why getting your flu 
shot now is more important than 
ever before.” 

For more information on 
Baystate Health, visit baystate- 
health.org. 


New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Oct. 19-26, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department conducted 16 build- 
ing/property checks, nine radar 
assignments, four motor vehicle 
stops, 20 directed/area patrols and 
two citizen assists in the town of 
New Braintree. 


Tuesday, Oct. 20 
2:14 p.m. Phone — Larceny/ 


Theft/Shoplifting Hardwick Road 
— Negative Contact 


Wednesday, Oct. 21 
4:46 p.m. Initiated — Motor 
Vehicle Stop West Brookfield 
Road — Citation Issued 


Thursday, Oct. 22 
9:59 a.m. Radio — Complaint 
Pierce Road — Spoken To 


Saturday, Oct. 24 
12:14 p.m. Phone — Complaint 
Ravine Road — Summons Issued 


Monday, Oct. 26 
8:18 a.m. Radio — Motor 
Vehicle Accident Barre Cut Off 
Road — Report Taken 


Notice of Public 
Hearing 
Planning Board 
LEGAL NOTICE 
SP-2019-07 & 
SPR-2019-06 

NOTICE is_ here- 
by given that the Ware 
Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit 
Granting Authority, is 
re-advertising that a Public 
Hearing will be held on 
Thursday, November 19, 
2020 at 7:20 PM on the 
application of Ware Solar 
III LLC (C/O Melink 
Solar Development) for a 
Special Permit (SP-2019- 
07) and Site Plan Review 
(SPR-2019-06) for a 


4.2MW ground-mount- 
ed solar energy facility 
encompassing approx- 
imately 14.5 acres under 
item 4.8.3, Large Ground- 
Mounted Solar Facility, 
of the Zoning Bylaw and 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 
40A. The proposed solar 
installation would com- 
mence upon completion 
of Earth Removal Permit 
SP-2008-04. The hear- 
ing will be held in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, 
Town Hall, Ware, MA. 
The public is encourage 
to attend via digital plat- 
form Zoom Meetings. Go 
to https://zoom.us/join 


or join by phone. Phone 
Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784-604- 
1861; Password: 01082. 

SITE LOCATION: 
Greenwich Road. Said 
premises owned by 
FT Smith Trucking & 
Excavating being fur- 
ther described in deeds 
recorded in the Hampshire 
District Registry of Deeds, 
Book 8579, Page 277. Said 
property is also listed on 
Assessor’s Map as Parcel 
35-00-12. Zoned: Rural 
Residential (RR). 

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
by appointment and on the 


Planning & Community 
Development Department 
website under 2019 Recent 
Filings: 
http://www.townofware. 
com/departments/ 
planning department/ 
PlanningBoardRecent 
Filings.php. 
Anyone interested or 
wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear 
at the time and place des- 
ignated. All interested par- 
ties are invited to attend. 
WARE PLANNING 
BOARD 
Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman 
10/29, 11/05/2020 


Notice of Public 
Hearing 
Planning Board 
LEGAL NOTICE 
SP-2019-06 & 
SPR-2019-05 

NOTICE is_ here- 
by given that the Ware 
Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit 
Granting Authority, is 
re-advertising that a Public 
Hearing will be held on 
Thursday, November 19, 
2020 at 7:45 PM on the 
application of Ware Solar 
IV LLC (C/O Melink 
Solar Development) for a 
Special Permit (SP-2019- 
06) and Site Plan Review 
(SPR-2019-05) for a 1.5 


MW large ground-mount- 
ed solar energy facility 
encompassing approxi- 
mately 6.2 acres under 
item 4.8.3, Large Ground- 
Mounted Solar Facility, 
of the Zoning Bylaw and 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 
AOA. The hearing will be 
held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, 126 Main 
Street, Town Hall, Ware, 
MA. The public is encour- 
age to attend via digital 
platform Zoom Meetings. 
Go to https://zoom.us/join 
or join by phone. Phone 
Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784-604- 
1861; Password: 01082. 
SITE LOCATION: 


Greenwich Road. 
Said premises owned 
by Richard & Edward 
Couture being further 
described in deeds record- 
ed in the Hampshire 
District Registry of Deeds, 
Book 9018, Page 321. Said 
property is also listed on 
Assessor’s Map as Parcel 
40-0-79. Zoned: Rural 
Residential (RR). 

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
by appointment and on the 
Planning & Community 
Development Department 
website under 2019 Recent 
Filings: 
http://www.townof- 


ware.com/departments/ 
planning department/ 
PlanningBoardRecent 
Filings.php. 
Anyone interested or 
wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear 
at the time and place des- 
ignated. All interested par- 
ties are invited to attend. 
WARE PLANNING 
BOARD 
Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman 

10/29, 11/05/2020 





LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Ware 
Community 
Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) 
Public Performance 
Hearing 

The Ware Department 
of Planning and 
Community Development 
will conduct a public hear- 
ing regarding their FY19 
Community Development 
Block Grant Program. 
Future projects under 
consideration will also be 
discussed. The hearing 
will be held on Monday, 
November 16, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room at Ware Town Hall, 
126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA. 

Current Ware CDBG 
activities include the 
Code Enforcement 
Program, Public Social 
Services (Senior Outreach 
Program, Domestic 
Violence Prevention, 
Adult Education, and 
the Behavioral Health 
Network PATCH 
Program), Housing 
Rehabilitation, and the 
Hardwick Design project 
on New Braintree Road. 

The Ware Department 
of Planning and 
Community Development 
is responsible for admin- 
istration of the Ware pro- 
gram. The Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission pro- 
vides technical and admin- 
istrative assistance. 

Any person or organi- 
zation having questions 
or comments concerning 
the programs will have an 
opportunity to be heard. 
Persons who require spe- 
cial accommodations 
should contact the Ware 
Town Hall at least one 
week prior to the hearing 
date at (413) 967-9648, ext 
118. 

To join the meeting 
by phone, call 929-205- 
6099 and follow the login 
instructions. To join the 
online with video, go to 
https://zoom.us/join. 

Login information: 

¢ Meeting ID: 784 604 
1861 

e Passcode: 01082 
10/29/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, 

MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. 
HS20P0567EA 
Estate of: 
Claudette G. Lescault 
Date of Death: 08/19/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested per- 
sons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Paul R. Lescault of 
Tuscon, AZ requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as request- 
ed in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Paul R. Lescault of 
Tuscon, AZ be appointed 
as Personal Representa- 
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right 
to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petit- 
ioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/26/2020. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 


(30) days of the return day, 

action may be taken with- 

out further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper- 
vised administration is not 
required to file an inven- 
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the dis- 
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. Linda 
S Fidnick, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: October 20, 2020 
Michael J. Carey 
Register of Probate 
10/29/2020 


Massachusetts 
Department of 
Environmental 
Protection 
Division of Wetlands and 
Waterways 
Western Regional Office 
436 Dwight Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
413-784-1100 
Public Notice 

Pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 
1341 and M.G.L. c. 21 
§§ 26 - 53, notice is given 
of a 401 Water Quality 
Certification application 
for Ware Solar to con- 
struction a photovoltaic 
power generation facili- 
ty by Ecos Energy LLC, 
222 South 9th Street 
Suite 1600, Minneapolis, 
MN 55402 on Monson 
Turnpike Road in Ware 
for a solar power gener- 
ation facility. Additional 
information may be 
obtained from Rodney 
Galton, 222 South 9th 
Street, Minneapolis, MN 
55402, 860.932.3086. 
Written comments should 
be sent to MassDEP 
Western Regional Office, 
Division of Wetlands and 
Waterways, 436 Dwight 
Street, Springfield, MA 
01103 within twenty-one 
days of this notice. 

-Any group of ten 
persons, any aggrieved 
person, or any govern- 
mental body or private 
organization with a man- 
date to protect the envi- 
ronment who submits 
written comments may 
appeal the Department’s 
Certification. Failure to 
submit written comments 
before the end of the pub- 
lic comment period may 
result in the waiver of any 
right to an adjudicatory 
hearing. 

10/29/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and 
Family Court 
Hampshire Division 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, 

MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. 
HS20P0571EA 
Estate of: 
Patricia A. Power 
Date of Death: 
9/24/20 
INFORMAL 
PROBATE 
PUBLICATION 
NOTICE 

To all persons inter- 
ested in the above cap- 
tioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner Christopher 
T. Power of Ware, MA, a 
Will has been admitted to 
informal probate. 

Christopher T. Power 
of Ware, MA has been 
informally appointed as 
the Personal Representa- 
tive of the estate to serve 
without surety on the 
bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under infor- 
mal procedure by the 


Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from 
the Personal Represent- 
ative and can petition the 
Court in any matter relat- 
ing to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets 
and expenses of adminis- 
tration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 

10/29/2020 


WARREN 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
Special Permit 
Application No. 298 
Site Plan Approval 
No. 64 

Pursuant to MGL, 
Chapter 40A, NOTICE 
is hereby given that the 
Warren Planning Board, 
acting as the Special 
Permit Granting Authority, 
will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, November 
09, 2020 at 7:15 PM on 
the application of BHT 
Properties Group, seek- 
ing a Special Permit under 
Section 3.24.4 of the 
Town of Warren Zoning 
Bylaws. The Hearing will 
be held in the Gymnasium 
of the Shepard Municipal 
Building, 48 High Street in 
Warren. 

SITE LOCATION: 
The subject property is 
located on Brimfield Road 
in Warren, MA. The 
property is also known as 
Assessor’s Map 9, Lot 81 
and is located in the Rural 
District. 

SUBJECT: The 
Applicant is requesting 
to operate a Junkyard / 
Automobile Graveyard 
which includes the storage 
of junk/scrap vehicles and 
parts. The proposed use 
requires a Special Permit. 

A complete copy of 
the application may be 
inspected in the Office of 
the Planning Board or the 
Town Clerk during normal 
business hours. Anyone 
interested or wishing to be 
heard on the application 
should appear at the time 
and place designated. All 
interested parties are invit- 
ed to attend. 

Warren Planning Board 

Derick R. Veliz, Chairman 
10/22, 10/29/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. 
HS20P0559EA 
Kstate of: 
Theodore Milton Zabek 
Also known as: 

Theodore M. Zabek 

Date of Death: 05/27/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested per- 
sons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by 
Theodore R. Zabek of 
Nashua, NH requesting 
that the Court enter a for- 
mal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Theodore R. Zabek 
of Nashua, NH be appoint- 
ed as Personal Representa- 
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 





Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right 
to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petit- 
ioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/19/2020. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thir- 
ty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsu- 
pervised administration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis- 
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Linda S Fidnick, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: October 16, 2020 
Michael J. Carey 
Register of Probate 
10/29/2020 


Notice of Public Hearing 
Planning Board 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to MGL Ch. 
40A, Sec. 5, the Ware 
Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Thursday, November 
19, 2020 at 7:05 PM in 
the Board of Selectmen 
Meeting Room in the 
Ware Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA. 
The purpose of this hear- 
ing is to consider amend- 
ments to the Town of 
Ware Zoning Bylaw. 
Proposed changes to 
Article 2: Definitions 
adding the following 
new definitions: “freight 
& trucking terminal”, 
“campground”, “estate 
lot”, “town line’; and 
updating the definition of 
““structure’’. 

The hearing will be 
held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, 126 Main 
Street, Town Hall, Ware, 
MA. The public is encour- 
age to attend via digital 
platform Zoom Meetings. 
Go to https://zoom.us/join 
or join by phone. Phone 
Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784-604- 
1861; Password: 01082. 

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
by appointment and on the 
Planning & Community 
Development Department 
websiteAnyone inter- 
ested or wishing to be 
heard on the application 
should appear at the time 
and place designated. All 
interested parties are invit- 
ed to attend. 

WARE PLANNING 
BOARD 
Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman 

10/29, 11/05/2020 





Mary Ellen Harper 


WARE — Mary Ellen Harper 
passed away peacefully at the 
Sawtelle Family 


” Francis X. 


born on Dec. 22, 
1941, in Ware, 
the daughter of 
and 


October 29, 2020, Ware River News, Page 13 


Harper, Mary Ellen 
Died: Oct. 22, 2020 
Mass of Christian Burial: 


Hospice House ei, 31, 1 evi 
in Reading, on All Saints Church 
Thursday, Oct. 22, Ware 
2020. 
Mary Ellen was Nolen, Dr. Patrick J. 


Died: Oct. 12, 2020 


All Saints Church 
Ware 


7 Ellen Veronica 
(Guilfoyle) Reidy, and was raised in 
Gilbertville. She was a graduate of 


St. Aloysius School, Hardwick High 
School and Worcester State College. 
While working at Friendly’s in Ware, 
She met the love of her life, Robert 
“Bob” Harper. They were married on 
Aug. 1, 1964, and lived in Ware to 
raise their three children, Rob, Ellen 


and Tom. 


Mary Ellen absolutely loved being 
a teacher. She began her career at 
Brookfield Elementary School and 
then moved to the Stanley M. Koziol 
Elementary School, in Ware, where 
she taught fourth grade for over 26 
years before retiring in 1998. She 
loved her students and they loved her. 
Her house and Christmas tree were 
always adorned with the thoughtful 
gifts and ornaments she received from 


her students. 


She was a charter member of the 
Hole-In-The-Wall Club at 2 East St., 
in Gilbertville. She was a member of 
the Ware Teachers Association, serv- 
ing as secretary and vice president, 
Massachusetts Teachers Association, 
National Education Association, 
Daughters of Isabella, Ware Social 
Science Club, Mary Lane Hospital 
Auxiliary, serving as vice president 
and president. She was a communi- 
cant of All Saints Church and served 


on its Parish Council. 


Mary Ellen enjoyed reading and 
solving crossword puzzles. She 
enjoyed a good party and spending 
time with family and friends. She had 
an infectious laugh and you could 
always tell where she was because of 
it. She absolutely loved to travel near 
and far. She enjoyed trips to Maine, 
especially her time in Ogunquit, and 


Magnolia Harper. 


great-granddaughter, Evelyn. 


neaufh.com 


Death notices 


Funeral Mass: Nov. 2, 10:30 a.m. 


to Jamestown, Rhode Island, where 
she cherished her “summer family,” 
Florida and the Caribbean. She was 
especially happy to be able to travel to 
Ireland, which was a childhood dream. 

Mary Ellen was devastated when 
She lost her husband, Bob, in 2000, 
after 36 years of marriage. She was 
also predeceased by her brother, Jack 
Reidy, her daughter-in-law, Amy 
Harper, and her great-granddaughter, 


Mary Ellen is survived by her son, 
Rob, of South Berwick, Maine, her 
daughter, Ellen Kenney, and her hus- 
band, Brian, of Winchester, her son, 
Tom, and his wife, Celina, of Ware, 
and grandchildren Rob, and his wife, 
Morgan, Olivia and Shaemus, and 


In lieu of flowers, please consider 
making a donation to a hospice home 
of your choice. Mary Ellen’s family 
would like to give special thanks the 
caregivers of Home Instead who cared 
for her, helping her to remain in her 
beloved home for as long as she could. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held in All Saints Church, 17 North 
St., in Ware, on Saturday, Oct. 31, 
at 11 a.m. Burial will be in New St. 
William Cemetery in Ware following 
the Mass. There will be no calling 
hours. In accordance with the current 
state pandemic and All Saint’s Church 
regulations, masks must be worn 
while in church and at the cemetery. 

Charbonneau Funeral Home, 30 
Pleasant St.,in Ware, is assisting her 
family with arrangements. An online 
guestbook is available at charbon- 


Ware River News 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 


$100, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 





be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 








Patrick J. Nolen 


WARE -— Dr. Patrick J. Nolen, 
42, of Essex, England, and for- 
merly of Ware, died unexpectedly 
on Monday, Oct. 12, 2020, while 
traveling in Athens, Greece. 

He is survived by his moth- 
er, Janet E. (Laliberte) Nolen, 
of Ware, five brothers, Michael 
Nolen, and his wife, Michelle, 
of Southampton, Andy Price and 
his husband, J.R., of Washington, 
D.C., Robert K. Nolen, of St. 
Petersburg, Florida, Attorney 
Timothy J. Nolen, of Astoria, 
New York, and Christopher E. 
Nolen, of Boston, as well as his 
nephews, Liam and James Nolen, 
and his niece, Emme Price. He 
also leaves his close friend, Lia 
Shimada-Mead, and her hus- 
band, Rev. Jonathan Mead, of 
London, and many other friends 
and colleagues. He was born in 
Southbridge, son of the late 
Attorney James R. Nolen. 

Patrick attended St. Mary’s 
School in Ware, and graduated 
from Deerfield Academy in 1996. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree at 
Trinity College in Hartford, and 
his master’s and Ph.D. degrees 
from Cornell University. He was 


SBA Economic 


Drought-related 
loans available 


ATLANTA -— The U.S. Small 
Business Administration has 
announced it is making Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans are avail- 
able to small businesses, small 
agricultural cooperatives, small 
businesses engaged in aquacul- 
ture and private nonprofit organi- 
zations as a result of drought that 
began on Sept. 29. 

The loans are available in 
the following counties: Bristol, 
Essex, Franklin, Hampden, 
Hampshire, Middlesex, Norfolk, 
Plymouth, Suffolk, and Worcester 
in Massachusetts. “When the 
Secretary of Agriculture issues 
a disaster declaration to help 
farmers recover from damag- 
es and losses to crops, the Small 
Business Administration issues 
a declaration to eligible enti- 
ties, affected by the same disas- 
ter,’ said Michael Lampton, 
acting director of SBA’s Field 
Operations Center East. 


a college professor 
of economics at the 
University of Essex in 
Essex, England, for the 
past 14 years. 

Dr. Patrick Nolen 
was a popular and 
much loved mem- 
ber of the Department 
of Economics at the University 
of Essex for over a decade. He 
applied his immense skill and 
intense energy to a variety of 
topics. These ranged from gen- 
der research including single sex 
education and risk-taking differ- 
ences, to health insurance, to pov- 
erty eradication, to exporting. His 
talents led to a string of promi- 
nent publications, a stream of sig- 
nificant grant income and editor- 
ship of the Journal of Economic 
Behavior and Organization. In the 
wider world he acted as a con- 
sultant to departments of the UK 
government and to several inter- 
national organizations. Patrick 
was a traveler who longed to 
experience it all, every culture, 
every far-off destination, every 
plate of food. As a son, a broth- 
er, and a friend he was generous, 


Under this declaration, the 
SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster 
Loan program is available to 
eligible farm-related and non- 
farm-related entities that suffered 
financial losses as a direct result 
of this disaster. Except for aqua- 
culture enterprises, SBA cannot 
provide disaster loans to agri- 
cultural producers, farmers and 
ranchers. Nurseries are eligible to 
apply for economic injury disas- 
ter loans for losses caused by 
drought conditions. 

The loan amount can be up to 
$2 million with interest rates of 3 
percent for small businesses and 
2.75 percent for private nonprofit 
organizations of all sizes, with 
terms up to 30 years. The SBA 
determines eligibility based on 
the size of the applicant, type of 
activity and its financial resourc- 
es. Loan amounts and terms are 
set by the SBA and are based on 
each applicant’s financial con- 
dition. These working capital 
loans may be used to pay fixed 
debts, payroll, accounts pay- 
able, and other bills that could 





funny, lively, and very 
much loved. We will 
miss him greatly. 

A funeral Mass for 
Patrick will be held 
on Monday, Nov. 2, at 
10:30 a.m. in All Saint’s 
Church, 17 North St., 
in Ware. In accordance 
with current pandemic regula- 
tions, masks must be worn and 
social distancing practices fol- 
lowed while in the church and 
cemetery. Burial will be held pri- 
vately in St. Rose Cemetery in 
South Hadley. There are no call- 
ing hours. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to The 
Trevor Project, P.O. Box 69232, 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 or 
online at the trevorproject.org. In 
the United Kingdom, memorial 
donations may be made to AKT, 
19-20 Parr Street, London, N1 
7GW 

Charbonneau Funeral Home, 
30 Pleasant St., in Ware, is assist- 
ing his family with arrangements. 

An online guest book is avail- 
able at charbonneaufh.com. 


Injury Disaster Loans available 


have been paid had the disaster 
not occurred. The loans are not 
intended to replace lost sales or 
profits. Applicants may apply 
online using the Electronic Loan 
Application via SBA’s secure 
website at DisasterLoan.sba.gov 
and should apply under SBA 
declaration # 16733, not for the 
COVID-19 incident. 

Disaster loan informa- 
tion and application forms may 
also be obtained by calling the 
SBA’s Customer Service Center 
at 800-659-2955 (800-877-8339 
for the deaf and hard-of-hear- 
ing) or by sending an email to 
DisasterCustomerService @ 
sba.gov. Loan applications can 
be downloaded from sba.gov/ 
disaster. Completed applica- 
tions should be mailed to: U.S. 
Small Business Administration, 
Processing and Disbursement 
Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, 
Fort Worth, TX 76155. Submit 
completed loan applications to 
SBA no later than June 15, 2021. 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


Ai SEASONED FIREWOOD 
Prompt Delivery and Competitive Pric- 
ing. Call now S & K 413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 
978-423-2889 www.CentralMassTree. 
com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED FIREWOOD MOST- 
LY OAK cut and split $220 per cord 
including delivery within 25 mile ra- 
dius. 1/2 cord orders accepted. Call 
(413)539-8722. 


W'!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN - ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 


ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 















AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE 


Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





baal mae mae oe 
A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


o7-"E eels ks 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & tefinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


HOME IMPROVEMENT: KITCH- 
ENS bathrooms, replacement win- 
dows & doors, roofing, siding, decks, 
custom woodworking, drywall. Full 
insured & registered 413-237-2250 
Mark 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facil- 
ities. 

Check it out at: www.artis4every1.com 

or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Fall Cleanup, Patio’s, Walkways, 
Retaining walls 
New Lawn Installation/ Aerating/ 
Overseeding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. When quality and 
service matter call Nick 413-386- 
5014 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$35.50 





MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 


(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC, #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DEVEREUX IS LOOKING FOR 
INDIVIDUALS who may want to 
open their home to an adult with dis- 
abilities. The goal is to place an individ- 
ual in a home where they will develop 
life skills, experience opportunities in 
the community, and feel safe with the 
support of the provider. We consider 
Our providers as part of our team. We 
are committed to ensuring clients are 
well matched with our providers prior 
to placement and offer 24 hour support 
services. Providers receive a stipend 
based on the needs of the individual. If 
you are interested in more information 
contact Maureen at 413-209-7677. 


NOW HIRING OIL burner service 
technician. Full-time position includes 
Benefits, insurance, Company Vehicle. 
Requirements- Oil Burner Technicians 
License, Experience preferred. Con- 
tact Tim Reeves at Sherman Oil 508- 
867-7447, shermanoil@aol.com. 


WATER QUALITY AND SER- 
VICE MANAGER The town of 
Monson is seeking a full-time Water 
Quality and Service Manger to provide 
technical work to operate and maintain 
the water and sewer systems. License 
requirements include Massachusetts 
CDL Class B Driver’s, Hoisting 2A, 
D-2 and T-1 Certified Operator of 
Drinking Water Facilities. Minimum 5 
years’ experience as certified operator 
with experience in both treatment and 
distribution aspects; and supervisory 
experience. 10 days paid vacation 
after 90 days continuous employ- 
ment, salary min $24.93 max $31.13. 
Contact the Monson Water & Sewer 
Dept. at tel. (413) 267-4130, fax (413) 
267-4106, or e-mail monsonws @mon- 
son-ma.gov. To obtain a Employment 
Application visit www.monson-ma.gov 
Forms & Documents / Water & Sewer 
Department. Completed applications 
will be accepted at the Monson Water 
& Sewer Department, 198WD Main 
Street, PO. Box 388, Monson, MA 
01057 until filled. 

This Institution is an equal opportunity 
employer. 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


DEADLINES: 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price 
$36.00 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 
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BLANDFORD 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 









LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Ideal for docks, swimming and fishing. 
Holland, MA. $19,000 each or best of- 
fer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HARDWICK CENTER _— SPA- 
CIOUS 1 BR apt. 1st Floor. All appli- 
ances included. On site parking. Util- 
ities not included. Non smoker, pets 
negotiable. $850.00 a month. Taking 
applications. References and security 
deposit. 413-813-5473 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
6 





STORAGE 


GARAGE SPACE FOR RENT in 
downtown Palmer. Great for 2 cars, 
a boat, small equipment, motorcycle, 
etc. Call (413)289-6729 


SELF STORAGE - WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! Call Mary 


(413) 531-3722. Securestoragema. 
com 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 


BRIMFIELD 


SPRINGFIELD 


; 7 BARRE 


NEW BRAINTREE 






BROOKFIELD BROOKFIELD 


on 






BROOKFIELD 


WALES HOLLAND 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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COUNTRY JOURNAL 
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QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
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Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59, 000 


Name: Phone: First ZONE base price sa es 
Address: Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 siniae sates 
alls State: Zip: Add athird ZONE _— 85.00 NNN ZONEL: 


Quabbin 
I 


Number of Weeks: xX per week rate = $ 


Subtotal 


Credit Card: LI MasterCard LI VISA _J Discover LJ Cash LI Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 CONMIMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





night at Hardwick Elementary School. 


Turley Publications correspondent photos by Mandy Miller 
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Quabbin Regional Middle and 
High school volunteers returned 
to the elementary school to sup- 
port the HES PTO by handing out 
candy to the drive-through event 
at the school Friday night. 
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The Hardwick Fire Department handed out goody bags for all the children attending the Halloween drive- 
through event. 








EASY WAYS TO 
SUBSGRIBE TODAY 


& support your community newspaper , ’ 


Don’t miss a week of your 
hometown news source! 





Current recipients of our weekly paper enjoy town news, 
local stories and articles of interest generated in Ware, Warren, 
Hardwick and Gilbertville for more than 150 years 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


Please complete the form and 
mail it in a secure envelope to: 


24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


4 CALL TODAY 


THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER! 


) Use our website to securely subscribe online at 
JY \NWARERIVERNEWS.TURLEY.COM 








Hardwick Youth Center members carved jack-o-lanterns for use at 
the HES PTO spooky drive-through event on Friday evening. 


HARDWICK — There were no 
ih : shortage of scary critters, witch- 
— Po ala _ es and superheroes haunting 

. Hardwick Elementary School’s 
driveway Friday night as spooki- 
ly-decorated cars, adults and chil- 
dren entertained those who were 
brave enough to drive through 
and get some candy, 

The HES Parent Teacher 
Organization planned the event 
for weeks, taking communi- 
ty donations of decorations and 
candy, as well their own, and 
making quite the circuit for 
adults and children to go through 
? by car so it was no-contact event. 
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HES PTO President Emily Carter was ready for trunk or treaters Friday 
night. 






























































These spooky crea- 
tures greeted fami- 
lies Friday night as 

they drove along 

through the park- 
ing lot at Hardwick 
Elementary School. 


The Verham family transformed their vehicle into a hungry spider at the PTO’s event at Hardwick 
Elementary School on Friday evening. 
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lam anew subscriber || want to extend my subscription 
__| lam sending a gift subscription 


NAME 

MAILING ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 
EMAIL ADDRESS 
PHONE 

CREDIT CARD NO. 
EXPIRATION DATE CVWVCODE_ 
PLEASE SEND THE GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO: 

NAME 

MAILING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE _———sZIP 


|_| ONE Year Pre-paid $31 


Newsstand Price $1.00 ($52/year) / Out-of-State $36.00 


TWO Year Pre-paid $46 


Newsstand Price $1.00 ($52/year) / Out-of-State $56.00 


Check Enclosed 
/ 
(Shank Yo. 


Made Payable to Ware River News 
Please mail this form to 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 


WRN10.20_TMC 
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WE HAVE MORE APPLIANCES 
IN STOCK THAN ANYONE ELSE! 
OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 

FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 
HUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK FREEZERS IN STOCK 
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT 
—1!100S OF BIKES IN STOCK! 
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WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! 
SS = EE: 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. erm i eee — J 5 08- 885- 9 343 


GO TO WHITCOSALES. COM 























7 OAKHAM 2.65 ACRES 60,0 as oor LOT 


=| Lovely lot walking distance to Oakham 
ms ©Center. With over 457 feet of frontage 
this lot has some areas that are level | 
“| and some areas with a slight slope. 
>| There are Maple trees on this lot that 
| have been used for tapping for making 
Maple Syrup! Horses are permitted 
and stone walls border the back and 
some sides of the property. If you ever |~ 
wanted to build in Oakham this could | 
be the lot you have been waiting for. 


Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


Century 21 
North East 
109 West St., Ware 


mC | 


LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 


Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 
Title V Septic Sand ¢ Brick Sand © Sand Box Sand 
Utility Sand © Stone Dust ¢ Silt ¢ Chip Stone 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


Ene OR - TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
Fe 98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
508-885-2480 
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Sand, i Gravel & Asphalt 
i WWW. s.bondsandandgravel.com 




















» in our November Sth Edition 

ke Place a “Shoutout” ad to your = 

=) employees, family and friends! one 
( Deadline is October 29th 


Contact Dan 413-297-5886 
or email: dflynn @turley.com 
or Tim at tmara@turley.com 


aad 
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cea Rea Fe a am a / Dr. Derrick Tengco 
General Dentist 





ONNECTION 
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EXIT Real Estate Executives BZcPeluuee ite alsky 
Beautiful cape with a very private 1.9 acre country lot! Nice big open floor plan. 
Fully applianced kitchen with a large center island, dining area and a large living 
room with a fieldstone fire place, pellet stove insert & hardwoods throughout! The 
1st floor also offers 2 bedrooms (one converted to a play room) a full bathroom & 
a separate laundry room! The 2nd floor offers 2 big bedrooms, a 2nd full bathroom 
and lots of closets! Nice big finished basement with a slider out to the covered 
patio. Heated 1 car garage under with a large storage area. Huge flat yard, 
; (413) 967-5121 
oversized deck, paved driveway and so much more! Great commuter location with 
easy access to the MA Pike, Rts. 20, 9 & 84! Brookfield/ Tantasqua school district! 


da The Michelle Terry Team 508-202-0008 ® 
“ YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS NAPA AUTO PARTS 
23 Fiskdale Road ._4 WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


=] mele) 4i(=) (om 1/4 mem bol @]>) 


Michelle Terry - Broker/Owner 
www.michelleterry.net Liles 


All NAPAGold™ Filters On Sale! 
November 2 - 16, 2020 


NAPA Auto Parts - Rolla Motor Parts Inc 
175 West Street, Ware, MA 01082 


175 West St., Ware 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


116 Federal St. 117 West Main St, 
(Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield * 508-867-9947 
413-323-7661 © 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


Call MichelleTerry 


@ 508-735-8744 


Broker/Owner 


Professional Photography 
Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
Targeted Online Advertising 


| BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING [RQ 
COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART = 
SRORERAGE 413-387-8608 i) 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 











J 
Raspber ries & Pea ars 1 a! 
: ex Apple Barn Is Open! } 


“CIDER DONUTS ON THE WEEKEND! 


RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS 


Open Daily 10-6 ¢ 508-867-2187 
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield 
www.raggedhill.com 


Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 

to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. to 

Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd. 
Se 


FALL CLE. 


LOW PRICES ON SELECT 
IN-STOCK ITEMS 
INCLUDING: 

KEYSTONE 
BELGARD PAVERS 
PAVERS BY IDEAL 
DECORATIVE STONE 
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Construction Company _incorPoratep 


e Excavation Complete Site Work « Demo ¢ New Home Construction 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand 
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements 


YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! 


177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 
413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 


} 
r- . 
CHECK OUT OUR IN-STORE AR E él N J 
SPECIALS ALSO ON: 
- POWER TOOLS 
- SHOVELS 
- WHEELBARROWS 
- BIRDBATHS,BENCHES 
- SEASONAL ITEMS 








Pick Your 
Own Apples! 
Call the Farm! 


__ termenaconenneszecsecnnsnscrconesseete. | SITTHERAM FOR aw ag 
e Honey ¢ Cheese I O 
e Jams ¢ Early Apples 





1/2 Dozen 
Cider Donuts 
: Maple Syrup | WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE 
BpHRHEHEHEHEE GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY ,, 
YolEbialelafelel-mater-(emm a Fo la gos AN 


5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs 
Open 10am-6pm 


(413) 436-7122 
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SELKIRK 
Double Wall 
Insulated 
Chimney 
Systems. 


| FREEZE | 
'! PROPANE | 


COME SEE US FOR: 
e Dental Cleanings 
e Orthodontics: 

Braces and Invisalign” 
e Dental Emergencies 


® Pediatric Dentistry 

e Periodontal Care 

e Laser Gum [herapy 

e Extractions & Implants 


e Cosmetic Dentistry: 
Fillings, Crowns and 
Bridges, Veneers, 
Teeth Whitening 
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908-867-2777 
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9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 


Dr. Baler Amin Dr. Sam Allehoury www.westbrookfielddental.com 


Pediatric Dentist Orthodontist 


BLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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